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in the Asia-Pacific region, maintaining broad contacts with key government, poli-

cy, academic, and business ingtitutions in Asia and the United States. These rela-
tionships enable the Foundation to understand the complex dynamics of change within
Asian societies and their implications for international affairs.

For over four decades, The Asia Foundation has been a trusted nongovernment actor
i

Since the adoption of “doi moi,” or renewal policy in late 1986, Vietnam has shifted from
pursuing a limited number of external relationships, primarily within the socialist world,
to a strategy of regional and global integration. To this end, Vietnam has been imple-
menting a foreign policy based on diversification and multilateralization, while expand-
ing foreign economic relations to support the country’s economic growth. The signing of
the U.S.-Vietnam Bilateral Trade Agreement in July 2000 was the latest milestone in a
series of Vietnamese foreign policy achievements, and offered a clear signal of Vietnam’'s
transition over the past decade.

As Vietnam continues to deepen its integration process, The Asia Foundation is commit-
ted to support efforts by the Vietnamese to strengthen their understanding of the dynam-
ics of foreign policymaking in other countries, and to increase the research and analyti-

cal capacities of its country’s diplomats and researchers.

ENHANCING UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN VIETNAM AND THE U.S.

Since 1998, the Institute for International
Relations (IIR), Vietnam's leading domestic
think tank and training institute on foreign
policy, has been the Asia Foundation’s pri-
mary partner on foreign affairsissuesin
Vietnam. In May 1999, working in concert
with IR, the Foundation organized a
Washington, D.C. workshop for senior offi-
cials and policymakers from the United States
and Vietnam in order to contribute to greater
mutual understanding in U.S.-Vietnam rela-
tions. The two-day event examined political
and security trends in the Asia Pacific, includ-
ing U.S. involvement in the region; the Asian
Economic Crisis; and specific political, secu-
-rity, and economic aspects of the U.S.-

HIGHLIGHTS OF FOUNDATION PROGRAMS

Vietnam relationship.

Building on this program, the Foundation
recently launched a three-year project on
U.S.-Vietnam relations with generous funding
from the Henry Luce Foundation. This project
supports research activities which examine
domestic and international factors affecting
the bilateral relationship. Educational oppor-
tunities include research affiliations in the
United States for Vietnamese foreign policy
professionals, summer internships in Vietnam
for American graduate students of internation-
al affairs, and research grants in Vietnam for
American academics. Theme specific work-
shops and observation programs will be
organized as well. Ultimately, the project aims
to promote greater understanding among
Americans and Vietnamese about domestic
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conditions and international factors that
affect bilateral relations, leading to more
informed policy making on both sides.

ASSISTING VIETNAM’S

I NTEGRATION EFFORT

By supporting IIR’s participation in
regional multilateral security forums
such as Track 11 discussions convened
by the Association for Southeast Asian
Nation’s Institutes of Strategic and
International Studies (ASEAN-ISIS) and
the Council for Security Cooperation in
the Asia Pacific (CSCAP), the
Foundation has assisted |1IR’s effort to
raise the profile of its research role
domestically and internationally. The
Foundation is also helping IR expand
its contacts by providing IR scholars
with research opportunities at key insti-
tutions in the United States.

Beginning in September, IR launched a
major research project entitled “U.S.
Relations with Great Powers in the Asia
Pacific Region,” based on the premise
that in the absence of a fully functioning
multilateral security apparatus, larger
powers will continue to play aleading
role in shaping global security. The proj-
ect will involve research trips to China,
India, Japan, Russia, and the United
States. IR will publish a resource book
for students and foreign policy practi-
tioners based on this research. An
abridged version of the study will be
published in English. By funding the
research, the Foundation is supporting
some of Vietnam’'s top foreign policy
analysts as they reflect on the intentions
of the world’'s main powers, their influ-
ence on one another and, ultimately,
how these factors should influence
Vietnam's own foreign policymaking.

In addition, representatives from the
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry’s Americas
Department and the Vietnam Union of

Friendship Organizations participated in
a Southeast Asian workshop discussion,
as part of The Asia Foundation-commis-
sioned task force on “America’s Rolein
Asia,” which was recently submitted to
the new American administration.

M ODERNIZING VIETNAM'S
CAPACITY FOR RESEARCH AND
FOREIGN PoLICY ANALYSIS

In support of IIR’s efforts to modernize
its research capacity and strengthen its
ability to provide quality foreign policy
analysis, in 1998 the Foundation helped
IIR expand its links to the Internet to
increase analysts' access to low-cost
information on global affairs. The
Foundation also offered technical assis-
tance for a comprehensive review of the
IIR’s resources and information needs.
Findings revealed that 1IR policy ana-
lysts had limited access to current inter-
national information, and budget con-
straints made it impossible to keep up
with the constant need for up-to-date
printed materials. The absence of a sys-
tem for archiving accumulated research
information also slowed the turnaround
on new information requests.

Based on specific recommendations
from the review, the Foundation provid-
ed new computer equipment for multiple
research divisions and for the central 1IR
library. In cooperation with the Ford
Foundation, The Asia Foundation also
helped IR set up aloca area network
(LAN) to upgrade its internal communi-
cation and information management.
The Foundation also provided IIR with a
subscription to aleading online commer-
cial database of 117 English-language
social science journals, including World
Poalitics, International Organization, and
Pacific Affairs. Access to modern infor-
mation technology is enabling IIR to
reduce costs and increase its efficiency.



