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A YEAR OF
PEACEBUILDING
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LOCALIZED, FREQUENT, AND VIOLENT,
sub-national conflicts—at least a dozen as of
this writing—now persist in the Asia-Pacific.

Long-running, these conflicts are waged by disaf-
fected minorities or marginalized populations at
odds with the central government and political
establishment. Limitations on local identity and cul-
ture, a lack of accounting for past abuses, and poor
access to justice and security spark bitter grievances
and campaigns for retribution.

To help break cycles of conflict, and assist fragile
states, the Foundation last year developed a targeted
Conflict and Fragile Conditions program. On-the-
ground Foundation staff together with experts
across Asia support formal peace processes by wor-
king with governments, the international commu-
nity, civil society, and conflict-affected communities
to address obstacles to peace, facilitate Track 2 dialo-
gues, and encourage key political reforms that will
make peace more likely. When there are formal
peace agreements in place, the Foundation works
with local organizations to overcome obstacles to
their full implementation. The program also seeks
to reduce community-level conflicts through media-
tion and rapid response to impending crises.

“In these situations, governments tend to have very
limited capacity. Their authority is challenged,” says
Tom Parks, the Foundation’s regional director for
conflict and governance and an expert in conflict 
management, state fragility, and civil-military 
relations. “However, using our extensive networks,

there are individuals and organizations pushing for
peaceful outcomes, and we partner with them to
strategize with all the key players and design inno-
vative peacebuilding strategies.”

In Mindanao, Philippines, where The Asia Foundation
has been selected to join the International Contact
Group to support the peace process between the 
government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front
based on our unparalleled access to all sides of the
conflict, disputes between local actors—clans, poli-
tical leaders, military units, police, insurgent groups,
and criminal networks—can quickly erupt and esca-
late. Elections, in particular, can trigger senses of loss
of culture and identity and thus spark violence. Last
year, in the province Lanao del Sur, we assisted local
efforts to convene candidates and their supporters
to prevent violence and forge a covenant of peace.

“Historically, conflicts are just talked about here. It’s
only oral,” says Daisy Amaca, pictured, a program
officer at partner organization Integrated Develop-
ment Services who helped lead election-related 
violence discussions in Mindanao. To ensure impact,
with religious leaders as witnesses, she also gained
promises from residents and activists to refrain from
fighting and bloodshed. “Instead, we’re teaching
[participants] how to visually map out and sketch
strategic solutions to conflicts, and we’re also empo-
wering more women in conflict resolution, peace-
building, and mitigating election violence during the
upcoming campaign in 2010.” 

ASSISTING FRAGILE STATES

M I N DANAO,  P H I LI P P I N E S



IN BRIEF
Many of Asia’s worst cases of instability,
poor governance, and political violence
result from sub-national conflicts in 
remote or border regions. In these 
turbulent areas, governments tend to
have very limited capacity. Last year, we
formalized the deep expertise within The
Asia Foundation to create a specialized
Conflict and Fragile Conditions program,
designed to support peacebuilding and
help prevent violent conflicts. The pro-
gram operates across the region, inclu-
ding the Philippines, Southern Thailand,
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, and Nepal.
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ROUGHLY 85 PERCENT OF POOR CAMBODIANS
live in rural areas and depend on rapidly depleting 
natural resources for their livelihoods. Their access to
these resources is tenuous, and they have limited ability
to influence local authorities. The challenge is to find
ways to ensure that these vulnerable communities have
a greater voice in how natural resources are used and
protected, and that they have access to more diverse 
opportunities to generate income. We work to increase
citizen engagement with government agencies and 
policymakers, particularly at the grassroots level, and
encourage entrepreneurs and constructive engagement
between citizens and state. Our Civil Society and 
Pro-Poor Markets program fosters greater participation
by these groups in local policy and budget decisions,
especially as they affect natural resource management
and livelihoods. Last year, working with dozens of local
partner organizations and more than 1,000 community-
based organizations in over 300 communities, we helped
build grassroots civil society, enhance rural livelihoods
through market-driven advocacy and business develop-
ment, and strengthen linkages between local interests
and provincial and national policy and regulation. In
total, we trained more than 6,000 leaders of these 
community-based organizations and provided hundreds
of small grants to help more than 165,000 members
launch income generating activities, establish commu-
nity forestry and fishery advocacy groups, and protect
the natural resource endowments of their communities.
Three communes in Stung Trang District in Kampong
Cham province, for example, have worked together to
battle overfishing by large commercial fleets, which have
caused a sharp reduction in the fisheries’ available 
resources. Villagers now understand the fisheries law, 
including how to demarcate community fisheries, and
have been trained to farm fish in ponds. Finally, they
have encouraged the police to join patrols of community
fisheries and these increased patrols have significantly
curbed illegal fishing.  

As Cambodia continues to emerge from a difficult past, strengthening effective gover-
nance, building democracy, and enhancing opportunities for growth are both critical and
challenging. Our Phnom Penh office works closely with civil society, the private sector,
government agencies, and donors to build stronger partnerships and expand opportunities
for peace and prosperity for Cambodia’s citizens. Our programs contribute to long-term
stability, reducing barriers to private sector growth, increasing citizen demand for good
governance, countering human trafficking, and building the capacity of university and
school libraries across the country.

CIVIL SOCIETY AND PRO-POOR MARKETS

CAMBODIA
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In Indonesia, the world’s most populous Muslim-majority nation, a period of political stability and sound economic policy has allowed it to
weather the economic crisis better than some of its neighbors, but efforts to fight corruption and ensure accountability remain key challenges.
Our Indonesia office supports local initiatives to improve decentralized governance, reduce poverty, and assist service delivery. We help
strengthen legal and judicial systems, promote economic reform and pro-poor policies, strengthen the role of women, support free and fair
elections, and ensure that local government development budgets respond to communities’ most pressing needs.

INDONESIA
PROMOTING GENDER AWARENESS IN RELIGIOUS COURTS

RELIGIOUS COURT JUDGES STRONGLY INFLUENCE 
issues related to women’s rights and gender equality, and play
a significant role in Indonesian communities as the legal inter-
preters of Islamic family law. We partner with the Women’s 
Studies Center of the State Islamic University in Yogyakarta,
Acehnese NGO Putroe Kandee, the Religious Courts, and the
Ministry of Religious Affairs to train religious court judges and
staff on issues of children’s rights and gender equality in Islamic
law. By the end of 2009, nearly 700 judges and court staff in
East, Central, and West Java, Aceh, West Sumatra, South Sulawesi,
and Nusa Tenggara Barat were trained. As the arbiters of legal
decisions affecting women, they learned to integrate a stronger
gender perspective while adhering to religious principles. In
Aceh, the program was paired with building mediation capacity
for judges, and judges were also brought to talk directly with
women in local communities. For many, this was the first time
they’d heard directly from women about their justice-related
concerns. One judge who serves as Head of a Religious Court
is now a strong advocate of gender-sensitive justice. After 

completing gender sensitivity training, he handled several 
divorce cases. In one, a woman filed for divorce. Although not
explicitly stated in the Koran, a wife who files for divorce is
seen as breaking up the household, and therefore not entitled
to anything, including custody of her children or a share of 
communal property. After the judge completed the training, he
said that judges need to consider why a wife files for divorce.
In proceedings, he discovered the husband often beat his wife,
gambled, and drank. Based on strong witness testimony, the
panel of judges found a legal basis to end the marriage and ruled
that the husband was obligated to pay support for his wife, for
three months, as well as a gift payment—the first of its kind
ever in Aceh. This program has helped institutionalize gender 
awareness within the religious courts system by linking gender
awareness to career advancement. Further, the Indonesian 
Supreme Court is currently reviewing the manuals and guide-
lines produced for the program, with a view toward applying it
nationwide throughout the religious court system in Indonesia.
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FOR MORE THAN 20 YEARS, we have actively helped bring
women into Lao public life. Working with our long-time partner, 
the Lao Women’s Union, we have helped achieve significant 
milestones in the country, including the first long-term shelter
for victims of trafficking and domestic violence and passage of
the first law giving women legal protections that ensure their
safety and equal rights. While women make up 23 percent of
the National Assembly—one of the highest percentages in the
region for representation at the national level—women rarely
hold political office at the local level. Last year, in an effort to
increase the number of women holding decision-making positi-
ons, we provided hands-on leadership skills training to 277
women government leaders at the sub-national level. The series
of workshops was held throughout the country, enabling parti-
cipation from all 17 provinces. Particularly in the case of more
remote provinces, some participants rarely if ever have an 
opportunity to attend training to enhance their leadership skills.
Participants learned about and analyzed laws and international

conventions related to rights and gender roles, and were trained
in presentation, public speaking, and interviewing techniques.
“The training is very useful,” says Ms. Fongkeo, a district-level
representative of the Union who regularly promotes women’s
advancement and gender equality to small groups in her home
province, “especially knowing now about the Law on Develop-
ment and Protection of Women.” Ms. Fongkeo is from the far
north of the country where propeller airplanes may fly only
three or four flights a week. To reach her constituency, she often
traverses muddy, dirt roads on foot, some of which wash out
completely during the rainy season. “There are 78 villages in
our province, 10 of which are not reachable by any motored 
vehicle, so we have to walk,” she says. Ms. Fongkeo must also
overcome language hurdles—49 recognized ethnic groups live
in Laos, and neighboring villages sometimes don’t even speak
the same language. “Now I can share this with villagers who
cannot travel to learn it firsthand.”

We are helping Laos meet its goal of graduating from the list of the world’s
least-developed countries by 2020. To that end, we work together with and
support Lao partners in efforts to accelerate the country’s legal development,
protect women’s rights and increase their involvement in public life, encourage
sustainable development that safeguards natural resources, expand access to
information, and provide opportunities for greater international engagement. LAOS

MAKING WOMEN AND WOMEN’S ISSUES MATTER
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YOUNG 
JOURNALISTS 
INFORM AND 
INSPIRE RURAL
CITIZENS 
STILL HIGHLY REGULATED AND TIGHTLY 
controlled, mainstream Malaysian media does not 
always provide independent news and limits public
participation in journalism. The Internet, however, is
relatively uncensored in Malaysia—and its popularity
among young people is widespread and deepening. In
order to increase the space for freedom of expression,
and to create a public platform for disadvantaged
people and communities, we launched a 12-month 
effort with The Centre for Independent Journalism
(CIJ) to train young journalists who can use their 
writing to illuminate issues and rights for people in
Sabah, a large but poor state. The project also seeks
to improve the availability of credible, professional
local news. Young journalists actively train in the 
basics of journalism and online media, and courses
include newswriting, editing, ethics, and an explora-
tion of both independent media and Malaysian media
ownership and control. As a result of this publication,
more than 100 young people have participated in the
workshops and related roundtable discussions, and
many frequently now file for Voices of Young Borneo,
a website created by CIJ. “Land confiscation and 
relocation in rural communities are covered up, 
blacked out,” says one budding journalist. “The 
public should know about these issues, and we’re 
writing, uploading, and sharing through the Internet.” 

Malaysians take pride in maintaining and working to unite their multi-racial, multi-religious
society. Citizens have raised their expectations for a dynamic economy and a review of the
national development agenda. Our Kuala Lumpur office continues its role as a key supporter
of local organizations, furthering their abilities to participate in the nation’s progress. Efforts
include promoting public dialogue on issues of democracy within the framework of Islam,
supporting electoral observation and monitoring work, reforming the country’s domestic
violence laws, and developing young Malaysians into active, responsible community journalists.

MALAYSIA
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PHILIPPINES 
More than 20 years after the restoration of democracy in the Philippines 
by the 1986 People Power Revolution, this country struggles to sustain 
economic growth to lift families out of poverty, provide access to justice
for average citizens, and work toward peaceful resolution to insurgencies.
2010 will be a watershed year, as the Philippines will elect officials from
the president down to municipal councilors. Our Manila office utilizes 
networks and knowledge built up over more than 50 years of continuous
presence there. A particular focus is deep support for government and 
non-government partners to urge first-time voters to register, disseminate
information on new voting technology, and analyze hotspots where election
violence may occur. Our staff pays particular attention to the troubled 
Southern Philippines, with a satellite team in Mindanao; our well-established
expertise and continued access to all sides of the conflict there led to our
being asked to join the International Contact Group to facilitate negotiations
between the government and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front.

SINCE THE 1990s, GOVERNANCE IN THE 
Philippines has been decentralized to the local level,
but local economic development is uneven. A significant
issue has been the tedious process in many localities to
register businesses, which has slowed new job creation
and contributed to a lack of business tax revenues to
fund services. We worked closely with local chambers
of commerce and government offices in 11 municipali-
ties in Mindanao to greatly streamline the registration
process. Since then, new business permits have risen by
75 percent, and entrepreneurs are making new hires. We
also worked with officials in the same municipalities to
raise awareness among business owners about the 
importance of paying taxes and how taxes are calculated
and collected. We coordinated a comprehensive tax
mapping and inspection effort to help ensure that busi-
ness tax rates are reasonable and fair. Revenues from
business taxes are now up by 300 percent. In Bongao,
in Tawi Tawi, local leaders have updated tax rates,
which they had not done for 10 years. In the municipa-
lity of Siay in Zamboanga Sibugay, administrators were
able to collect taxes from business owners for the first
time from newly registered retailers and wholesalers of
dried fish. And in Tungawan, Zamboanga Sibugay, a
unique mobile effort has brought business permitting to
the different barangays (villages) to conduct inspection,
assessment, and tax collection directly to business
owners. Finally, to ensure these reforms are sustained,
we provided training to local professionals and revenue
collectors to improve their skills in tax assessment and
issuance of business permits. 

MORE REVENUE AND 

BETTER PUBLIC SERVICE
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CREATING A PUBLIC PLATFORM

FOR CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATE

FRANK, ISSUES-BASED TALK SHOWS DISAPPEARED BY
2006 in Thailand. To provide citizens with a public platform to
address social issues such as civil liberties, the environment, labor
rights, decentralization, we created “Let’s Talk Rights”—now a
weekly, and increasingly watched and discussed program on Thai
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS). The show’s host, a former 
national human rights commissioner, has helped it develop a repu-
tation for clear-eyed, constructive debate. Lightning-rod subjects,
such as land disputes, the hijab as a test of faith for Muslim
women, and creating unity through diversity have been energeti-
cally discussed between ordinary citizens, activists, and policy-
makers. Recently, in a sign that many government officials view
the program as balanced, a high-ranking minister appeared on air 
taking criticism for the lack of services for Bangkok’s disabled.

THAILAND
Thailand is undergoing profound political transformation. Ordinary
citizens, increasingly outspoken, continue to challenge traditional
power structures and demand a voice in the political process. Our
Thailand office supports the pursuit of rule of law by promoting 
informed, responsible public participation in local governance, while
assuring that mechanisms are in place to protect citizen’s rights.
Our programs include training communities to engage with their
local government officials and cultivating women and young leaders
from marginalized groups to empower them to participate in the 
political and social transformation of their communities.  
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LEGAL AID FOR THE DISADVANTAGED
TIMOR-LESTE FACES SERIOUS CHALLENGES TO ENSURING FAIR, OPEN ACCESS TO JUSTICE. Many citizens
have little understanding of their legal rights or knowledge of justice; rural people are in particular need of basic dispute
resolution mechanisms. Further, the nascent formal justice sector typically fails because of limited resources, limited 
awareness of options among citizens, and geographic isolation. However, through a network of local legal aid organiza-
tions, we support pro-bono legal services for disadvantaged citizens, paying particular attention to the rights of women.
We are also actively involved in increasing awareness of laws and legal procedures among vulnerable groups and have
targeted remote communities using everyday language and national and community radio. Last year we helped to provide
mobile legal aid services to thousands of poor people like Gil Fernandes. Gil, a resident of Oecusse, a small village, was
desperate. Embroiled in a complicated land dispute that recently failed in mediation, he could not afford a lawyer to 
represent him in court against a well-connected family. Frustrated and fearful, Gil was told by his village chief to await
a visit from Fundasaun Fatu Sinai, a volunteer mobile legal aid group that regularly visits the village. During a consulta-
tion, Gil was offered free legal counsel. The lawyers prepared his defense and are actively representing him, helping him
understand court proceedings and advising him on his options. 

Timor-Leste is one of the poorest countries in the world in human development, despite new revenue from natural gas fields. Newly independent
and rocked by conflict, the small island country has spent the last 10 years building the basic institutions of a state to extend basic services to
all of its citizens. Still, the Parliament operates with limited information, outreach, and oversight, and remains distant from the electorate. Police,
after years of being aligned with the military, are often held at arm’s length by the communities they attempt to serve. Courts are inaccessible
for many. We work with government, civil society organizations, and community groups to close the gap between citizens and the state. We
support strengthening the rule of law and governance, increasing both citizens’ and the legislature’s roles in legal reform, advancing women’s
rights, and increasing cooperation between citizens and police on local security. 

TIMOR-LESTE  
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ADDRESSING 
ENVIRONMENTAL
DEGRADATION
RAPID ECONOMIC GROWTH has put tremendous
stress on the environment in Vietnam, depleting natural
resources, increasing water and air pollution, and resul-
ting in mounting waste. Public outcry is growing over the
dying rivers and waterways from industrial pollution and
unsanitary waste disposal, and the deteriorating quality
of life for many. We support organizations that mobilize
public participation in environmental protection and 
management, particularly related to water quality. Last
year, we worked closely with residents, community
groups, and local governments on a stretch of the once-
vibrant To Lich River in Hanoi to gather data on specific
sources and controls of waste discharges. This assessment
will inform pollution prevention strategies and community
outreach efforts going forward. Environmental protection
also requires greater civic awareness and responsibility,
and environment education is a key priority for our 
office. As of this writing, we are partnering with the 
Ministry of Education and Vietnam Television to produce
and distribute a documentary by Vietnamese university
students that explores youth actions for the environment. 

Vietnam’s booming economy in the past decade transformed this nation
of 86 million. As global integration continues, the development 
discourse in Vietnam is shifting from economic growth to sustainable
growth. Improving the country’s competitiveness while addressing rising
public concerns over social inequalities and environmental 
degradation is Vietnam’s critical challenge. In this context, our Hanoi
office supports initiatives related to private sector development, good
governance, women’s empowerment, environmental protection, human
resource capacity building, and enhanced international relations. To 
assist the Government of Vietnam’s drafting of its next Socio-Economic
Development Strategy 2011-2020, in 2009 we carried out policy 
research in three key areas: international and regional trends impacting
Vietnam’s economic development; agricultural and rural development;
and labor and urbanization. 

VIETNAM
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A YEAR OF
PARTNERSHIP 



IN BRIEF
Last year, noted scholar and Asia
Foundation Senior Associate Scott
Snyder launched the Center for U.S.-
Korea Policy—a project of The Asia
Foundation to promote a broader and
deeper relationship between the Uni-
ted States and the Republic of Korea.
His goal is to challenge policymakers
in Seoul and Washington to envision
the potential and scope of an expan-
ded U.S.-South Korea alliance partner-
ship extending to regional and global
issues. Snyder is a frequent commen-
tator on Asian security, an expert on
the Korean peninsula, and author of
the newly published, China’s Rise and
the Two Koreas (Lynne Rienner, 2009).
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IT’S A COOL NOVEMBER DAY and Scott 
Snyder surveys the bustling streets of metropolitan
Seoul from the rooftop of the Seoul Plaza Hotel.

South Korea is now the fifteenth largest economy in
the world, and the city’s powerhouse international
financial center is booming.

The aim of the new Center for U.S.-Korea Policy 
is to conduct joint U.S.-South Korea policy projects
that identify and promote specific forms of coopera-
tion in functional, regional, and global fields, 
and to serve as a resource for enhanced bilateral
communication.

Snyder—he maintains a constant schedule of scho-
larship, dialogues, speeches, and testimonies—is in
the midst of a seminar he is hosting in Seoul with
our Korea office on U.S.-ROK alliance cooperation.
He has invited major analysts and policy leaders to
discuss global peacekeeping, maritime security, over-
seas development assistance, and his list of speakers
includes Michael McDevitt, from the Center for
Naval Analyses, Balbina Hwang, of the National 
Defense University, Edward Reed, our Korea office

representative, and Jin Ha Hwang, member of the
ROK National Assembly and keynote speaker for
this event. In spirited, constructive discussions, the
view consistently emerges that a comprehensive U.S.-
ROK alliance can no longer be based simply on 
traditional security or a single threat. “South Korea
has developed the economic, political, and security 
resources to be a first-tier partner on the internatio-
nal stage,” says Snyder. “At the same time, as the 
relationship between South Korea and the United
States has been taken for granted and underappre-
ciated, there has been a convergence of shared values
and interests among the two countries. There is 
significant potential for further cooperation.”

Despite Snyder’s dizzying pace, and his management
of the Center’s frequent lectures, symposiums, and
published papers, he’s energetic and focused. “The
center of gravity for global economic and political
interactions is shifting toward Asia,” he enthuses.
“South Koreans might still struggle with real and 
present security dangers and legacies of conflict and
division—but they’re ready to play a global leader-
ship role. The U.S. can help them do that.”

THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE

S EOU L,  SOUTH KOR EA
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CHINA
China is an increasingly confident and complex power on the world stage. 
As its economy rapidly recovers from the global financial crisis, the country
faces the task of balancing economic growth with environmental protection
and continuing legal reform. Our Beijing office provides technical assistance,
professional training, and financial support to Chinese partners, including 
universities, think tanks, non-governmental organizations, and government 
institutions. We work on legal development, environmental protection, 
governance, women’s empowerment, disaster management, and international
relations. Our office currently cooperates with local government partners to
help implement regulations on open government information—new, historical
national legislation that expands and safeguards Chinese citizens’ “right to
know.” In 2010, we are actively providing assistance for rigorous research that
examines trends in public participation, transparency, and accountability.

WHILE CHINA’S ECONOMIC DYNAMISM HAS 
propelled the country’s development, it has also created
profound threats to the global environment and human
health. Recognizing the challenges posed by rapid indus-
trialization, Chinese leaders and community groups are
pursuing sustainable economic development strategies. To
maximize impact, we are working on a number of fronts,
including: empowering entrepreneurs to create green busi-
nesses; training factory managers in the textile and dyeing
sector in the Pearl River Delta on cleaner and more energy-
efficient production alternatives; and contributing to an
improved policy framework for environmentally friendly
companies. This past year, we worked closely with the 
Beijing-based Global Environmental Institute to find and
educate skilled, ambitious entrepreneurs who want to 
integrate environmental concerns into their businesses. An
emphasis addressed business solutions to environmental
problems, such as market opportunities for green techno-
logies and new green business models. Together, we trained
25 entrepreneurs, from a former marketer launching a
“green” media venture, to a young executive who secured
a low-interest loan to market a wind and solar product
that replaces on-ship batteries, typically tossed in the
ocean. After years working for multinational companies
in product design and marketing, Emma Chen had an idea
to start a company focusing on visual communications and
the environment. As a result of the training, she honed her
business plan into an online clearinghouse that publishes
abstracts from professional literature on green solutions
for business. Her new website now provides a channel of
information that she hopes will help create “a greener
world.” In 2010, we will train a new class of young entre-
preneurs and promote outreach efforts in cities beyond 
Beijing, aiming to create a China Environmental Entrepre-
neurs Network. 

EMPOWERING
GREEN 
ENTREPRENEURS 
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CONTRIBUTING TO ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL COOPERATION

AS DEVELOPMENT ACCELERATES IN MANY PARTS OF ASIA, tensions can arise between citizens’ growing expectations
and governments’ capacity to deliver. Korea has experienced extremely rapid economic development—learning the hard-won 
lesson that effective governance in the midst of change requires cooperation between government and emerging civil society. Our
Korea office remains well-positioned to organize regional exchanges that offer individuals from other parts of Asia the opportunity
to hear firsthand about what Korea has learned. For example, we were approached by legal organizations in Vietnam and China
who asked us to organize a study visit on “freedom of information” in Korea as input to developing their own legislation. They
learned how Korea established in law the citizen’s “right to know” and formed new institutions by which information is made
available using advanced information technology. Recently, we invited participants from eight Asian countries to engage with
their Korean counterparts from government agencies and non-governmental watch groups to see how public agencies and civil
society can interact to improve government transparency and responsiveness. The group met with senior officials at the Anti-
Corruption and Civil Rights Commission and the Office of the President on Civil Society Relations, as well as with the Citizen’s
Action Network. “My in-depth conversations with Korean professionals helped me understand how good governance has been
strengthened and institutionalized in Korea,” said one participant from Nepal.

Rapid development and democratization have made it a model for other nations. Our Seoul office works with Korean partners to meet challenges,
opportunities, and responsibilities arising from Korea’s emergence as an economic and diplomatic player. Areas of focus include Korea’s relations
with the U.S. and its Asian neighbors; Korea’s expanding role as aid provider; and engagement with North Korea to encourage a process of 
economic change and opening.

KOREA
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Mongolia’s mineral resources are accelerating the nation’s development; ties with powerhouse nations are evolving and deepening. Still, Mongolia
is vulnerable. Corruption plagues all facets of life: last year we released findings from one of our surveys in Mongolia—the only ongoing bench-
marking tool gauging corruption on the household level—revealing that one in five Mongolian households pays a bribe roughly every three
months. Our 24-person office works in Ulaanbaatar to strengthen governance and establish a foundation for long-term economic prosperity. We
help mobilize public and private institutions to achieve reform, and we are active in anti-corruption and legal reform, responsible mining and
environmental stewardship, community-oriented policing, women’s empowerment, and access to high-quality books and educational materials.

MONGOLIA
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS ON THE RISE in
Mongolia, and our dual focus includes suppor-
ting prevention and strengthening the prosecu-
tion of perpetrators. We have worked closely
with the Mongolian Gender Equality Center
since 2005, investing in a victim’s hotline and a
high-profile public awareness campaign. Our
combined activities have contributed to a mar-
ked increase in trafficker convictions—from six
in 2006 to 26 in 2009—and stricter sentences.
The promise of a better life lures young men and
women across borders, and in 2007, working

with our partner, we co-created train ticket 
inserts and leaflets, which alerted young people
to the dangers and risks of trafficking and 
provided the new hotline number. More than
50,000 such inserts were distributed by Mongo-
lian Student Union volunteers in stations and
on trains during peak travel periods, with an
emphasis on China and Russia border 
crossings. That fall, four young Mongolian
women were offered jobs at sock factories out-
side of Mongolia. Immediately after their train
crossed the Zamiin Uud-Erlian border, their
Mongolian job contacts flew them to Malaysia,
where they were locked inside a dormitory,
their passports confiscated. Threatened and 
exploited, the women were told they were now
in debt to their traffickers, and each acquired
STDs as they were forced to work as prostitutes.
Late one night, one of the women, lamenting
the journey that got her there, discovered the
insert attached to her used ticket and called the
hotline. In a matter of days, the Center quickly
organized the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Mongolia, the Consulate of Mongolia in Bang-
kok, and the International Organization for
Migration’s Regional Office in Bangkok to
alert the Malaysian Immigration Police. The
women were rescued and repatriated home.
Last October, in Sukhbaatar District Court in
Ulaanbaatar, the three Mongolian perpetrators
received jail sentences that could be between
seven to eleven years. 

TRAIN TICKET INSERT BRINGS
TRAFFICKED VICTIMS HOME
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A YEAR OF
EMPOWERING  
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IN BRIEF
Balochistan and the NWFP, along Pakis-
tan’s border with Iran and Afghanistan,
are rugged, mountainous, riddled with
violence, and vulnerable to extremists.
Last year, millions of Pakistanis in the
NWFP were forced to leave their homes,
fleeing conflict. In these provinces, we
work to support joint efforts by commu-
nities and the police to maintain public
order and reduce the burden of petty 
issues on the police. At the same time,
through Books for Asia, we are helping
students by delivering brand-new, high-
quality books.
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THE POPULATIONS OF BALOCHISTAN
and the NWFP are concerned over the police
forces’ ability to provide them protection and

maintain public order. People in the NWFP live daily
with a fear of attacks by militants. Formal police 
services are new and unfamiliar to the residents of
rural Balochistan. In both provinces, we support
joint community–police efforts to maintain public
order and reduce the burden on police, who are
often overwhelmed by the administrative and lengthy
process of channeling cases through the courts, so
that they can pursue larger, more serious issues.

Our work in the NWFP—in 7 out of its 24 districts
—includes establishing mediation bodies, and building
the capacity of citizens and police officers to resolve
disputes through mediation, outside the traditional
justice system. An impressive number of often-
violent disputes involving land, money, and family,
have now been settled in this way. In Balochistan, we
supported skills workshops on alternative dispute 

resolution and restorative justice for grassroots 
activists, who have in turn reached out to hundreds
of community groups. 

Early last year, hundreds of schools in the NWFP
were destroyed by militants, and girls were threatened
with acid or death for attending classes. As challenges
multiply, our resolve to support local educators has
deepened, and in 2009 we maximized our Books for
Asia program.

Despite obvious risks associated with delivery 
in Balochistan and the NWFP, we were able to 
distribute nearly 25,000 brand-new, contemporary
textbooks and storybooks from major publishing
houses. Because of the increasingly challenging 
security environment, in addition to traditional 
delivery and distribution methods, we held secure,
centralized book fairs, so that teachers, librarians,
and administrators could select from tens of thou-
sands of texts for their students and libraries.

CREATING MORE PEACEFUL,
SECURE COMMUNITIES

BALO CH I STAN AN D NORTH W E ST F RONTI E R P ROVI NCE,  PAK I STAN 
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AFGHANISTAN RANKS AS ONE OF THE MOST CORRUPT
places in the world, and baksheesh—or bribery—is an accepted
way of doing business. We provide technical assistance, training,
and recruitment strategies to The High Office of Oversight for
Anti-Corruption, a new, courageous, determined counter-
corruption unit. After its establishment in 2008, the Office
quickly launched a high-profile, provocative, and well-received
multimedia public awareness campaign: television and radio
spots, and an interactive website where citizens are encouraged
to post information about corrupt activities and list names. 

At the end of last year, to maximize efforts, and to galvanize
Afghan citizens, the Office created a corruption complaints hot-
line and then pushed several high profile ministers to register
and declare their financial assets via a live television broadcast.
Issues that affect millions daily are also being addressed—and
systematically solved. For example, car registration, which can
require nearly 50 bribes and take up to six months, is now a
three-step process that takes just a few days and all fees are 
deposited to local banks, not to governmental officials. 

HIGH OFFICE OF OVERSIGHT FOR ANTI-CORRUPTION

AFGHANISTAN

Afghanistan continues to face considerable obstacles in the drive to become a stable and independent nation. However, our most recent opinion
survey of 6,400 Afghans across all 34 provinces revealed a small increase in optimism. Our Afghanistan office supports local efforts to strengthen
the executive branch of Afghan government, enhance educational opportunities for women and girls, and support higher education. Most recently,
our Kabul staff began actively assisting in the establishment of a number of new government institutions, including the Independent Directorate
for Local Governance, the Government Media and Information Center, and The High Office of Oversight for Anti-Corruption.
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Following two years of military-backed rule, 2009 marked a welcome
return to power of an elected government, and there are positive signs
emerging of new resolve to restore law and order and address 
corruption. Our staff work with local partners in government, civil 
society, and the private sector to assist the poor to access justice, 
build trust between police and communities, engage religious and 
secular leaders in advancing development, support Islamic leaders in
strengthening women’s rights, and promote pragmatic dialogue on
Bangladesh-India relations.

BANGLADESH’S SMALL AND MICRO entrepre-
neurs have much to gain from engaging local 
officials who provide public services—and our
local economic governance team has combined 
in-country survey research and lessons from the 
region to create an effective, expanding program
that increases the access of small businesses to 
public services and conveys entrepreneurs’ voices
to national policymakers. Starting with two loca-
tions in 2006, growing to six project sites in 2009,
our program has built the confidence and advocacy
skills of poorly educated, but business savvy micro
entrepreneurs to engage with local level bureau-
crats responsible for support services to those 
raising and marketing vegetables, flowers, poultry,
and fish. By paying careful attention to local incen-
tives, our team has developed self-sustaining 
forums that link rural entrepreneurs and their 
informal associations, or samities, with mid-level
business cooperatives to petition for specific 
reforms from regional bureaucrats, mayors, and
even members of parliament who are attracted by
the opportunity for positive constituent outreach
and glowing media coverage. The program includes
an Economic Governance Index—a signature 
approach of The Asia Foundation to assess the
business climate in local districts. The Index iden-
tifies the impact of regulations on business activity
and provides input for possible reforms.

BUILDING 
CONFIDENCE 
OF MICRO 
ENTREPRENEURS

BANGLADESH
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TO HELP RURAL AND URBAN GOVERNMENT agencies
serve local communities more effectively, we initiated a pilot
project to support the development of district-level plans. In the
district of Madhubani in Bihar, our partner prepared a state-of-
the-art data template of infrastructure and social indicators to
inform debate and action by the District Planning Committee.
In the district of Tikamgarh in Madhya Pradesh, our partner
drafted an environmental report analyzing linkages between the
environment, livelihoods, and other socio-economic factors, 
helping to identify and prioritize issues for intervention, such
as solid waste management. Then, a team of local government
officials and community leaders used this information to 
prepare a joint action plan for improving coordination of 

resource management between the town of Orchha and 
surrounding rural areas. Last year, we also arranged for election
officials from Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the Philippines
to observe India’s general election in April and May 2009, the
world’s largest election to date. During meetings with members
and staff of national and state election commissions, they 
exchanged information on election laws and procedures and 
discussed the role of non-governmental organizations—civic
education, voter awareness, election reporting—in monitoring
different aspects of the election process. Based on the visit, the
participating election commissions agreed to establish mecha-
nisms for regular dialogue on shared electoral issues. 

STRENGTHENING DISTRICT PLANNING TO MEET LOCAL NEEDS 

INDIA
India’s expanding middle class helped insulate it from last year’s economic downturn, and leaders anticipate further growth in 2010. India is
a major global force, with its expertise valued throughout the region. We have maintained a program of support in India for four decades and
in 2009 we opened a resident liaison office in New Delhi. Our program focuses on international relations, governance, economic reform, and
women’s empowerment. 
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MEDIATION INSPIRES
VILLAGERS TO 
TRANSCEND CONFLICT
CONFLICTS, HOWEVER SMALL, CAN ESCALATE,
creating an atmosphere of insecurity and uneasiness in
a community. Regular courts are costly and time consu-
ming. Our mediation program, now established in 118
towns covering 14 districts, helps transform adversarial
tensions into cordial relationships based on values of
equality, respect, and participation. Since 2004, we have
trained more than 4,000 mediators, and of 14,000 
registered cases, 85 percent were resolved with an 
exceptionally high rate of satisfaction. The introduction
of community mediation has helped recast women, who
sometimes have a limited role in public life, into trusted
leaders. Now, social workers, police, and, most recently,
the legal court systems, refer local disputes to the media-
tion office. In a sign of its increasing acceptance, local
government authorities are setting aside funds in their
development budgets to support mediation. In one 
instance, Santu and Upendra were cordial neighbors,
often making small conversation and bartering. But
when Upendra’s daughter caught Santu’s son stealing
sugarcane from their property, she physically assaulted
the boy. That evening, the children related their stories
to their parents. A chill between the neighbors led Upen-
dra to approach the Village Development Committee for
help in mitigating the conflict. As the mediation began,
however, it was clear the two weren’t ready to partici-
pate. The mediators asked, “What is the outcome when
adults fight? Who benefits? What if you need each other
in the future?” Slowly, mediation helped them to come
to an agreement. They have since let go of the incident
and resumed a neighborly relationship, helping to
strengthen the community. 

Nepal’s post-war climate is still fragile, and grievances and violence tug at old
wounds, threatening its nascent peace process. Still, reformers and grassroots
networks across the country have been promoting reconciliation through dialogue
to help put the past to rest. Our office works with both government and 
non-governmental institutions to address issues that are central to the long-term
development of Nepal. Through financial support, technical assistance, training,
and research, our efforts focus on four critical areas: supporting an effective
political transition; facilitating conflict transformation and peacebuilding; safe-
guarding women’s rights and security; and broadening economic opportunities. 

NEPAL
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In a year characterized by serious challenges—internal conflict, a weak 
economy, energy shortages, unemployment, and poor social services—
democratic rule in Pakistan made several advances. With public support, the
government and army asserted the writ of the state in the face of attacks by
militants. A fairer formula for distributing national resources among the 
provinces was agreed upon after decades of dispute. And, despite coming
under extensive criticism in the press, the government did not seek to curb
Pakistan’s increasingly active and pluralistic media. Our Islamabad office
works in close partnership with local NGOs, universities, and the government
of Pakistan to make our programs responsive. Our long-term presence means
we can build on past work, such as our support for domestic election moni-
toring. Likewise, a small alternative dispute resolution project begun at the
request of the Inspector General of Police of the North West Frontier Province
is now successful in seven districts and may grow. 

IN 2006, IN ADVANCE OF THE 2008 GENERAL elec-
tions, we launched an unprecedented effort to support free
and fair elections. Our in-country approach to election 
observation is long-term, indigenous, nationwide, and 
statistically robust. Despite rapidly changing circumstances,
we supported a network of 30 Pakistani civil society organi-
zations—the Free and Fair Election Network (FAFEN)—in
conducting Pakistan’s first valid statistical audit of a draft
voters’ list. We undertook long-term pre-election observa-
tion, mobilized nearly 20,000 election observers on election
day, conducted Pakistan’s first Parallel Vote Tabulation,
and educated voters. FAFEN’s work did not end there, but
continues to work to increase accountability and transpar-
ency. In July 2009, we began a new effort that expanded
FAFEN’s scope of work to improve the responsiveness 
of elected representatives to their constituents, enhance
electoral reforms and citizen participation in democratic
processes, improve civic education on democratic rights and
responsibilities, and build media capacity to report on
democracy and governance. 

IMPROVING THE
ELECTION PROCESS

PAKISTAN 
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SMALL ENTERPRISES ARE THE LIFEBLOOD of Sri Lanka’s
economy, and an endless series of nettlesome, costly challenges
plague entrepreneurs. Permits, regulations, and transportation
challenges have long tied up time and assets, preventing regional
towns from flourishing. As the war drew to its violent conclusion
last year, we began empowering business owners to more deeply
unite and advocate for themselves, effectively removing, one by
one, barriers to growth. Our efforts have paid dividends. First,
we helped re-shape the way business owners and their local 
officials communicate, supporting new, regular, constructive 
dialogues where thorny infrastructure issues are now plainly 
discussed—and solved. Second, for maximum impact, if an issue
now stalls with local or regional leaders, entrepreneurs can 
escalate it to the national level. Our new, streamlined private-
public dialogue strategy is improving the local business environ-

ments in Central, Southern, North Western, and Eastern 
Provinces and typifies our commitment to a balanced, even-
handed approach in post-war Sri Lanka. In the Eastern Province
of lagoon-rich Batticaloa, Mr. K.M. Jeyaram, a retired banker
and chief executive officer of the Batticaloa District Chamber
of Commerce, Industry, and Agriculture, takes full advantage
of the new advocacy mechanism. “There were checkpoints,” he
says, pointing in the direction of Kallady, where fish and prawns
are driven out daily to Colombo. Delayed at time-consuming
police points, fish spoiled in trucks and small vehicles, financi-
ally crippling fishing families, buyers, drivers, and urban 
vendors. “But now they removed the check points,” he smiles.
“We are grateful. Now people can get their work done.”  

EMPOWERING ENTREPRENEURS, POST-WAR, 
TO GROW AND FLOURISH

SRI LANKA
The war is over in Sri Lanka, but wounds are deep. Healing and rehabilitation are essential in this dynamic, multi-ethnic nation, as is restoring
critical institutions of justice and strengthening civil society. Our office in Colombo seeks to strengthen democracy, human rights, and access
to justice; support healing; promote greater citizen participation in policymaking and governance; and promote private enterprise development. 
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TIMOR-LESTE   

This year the people of Timor-Leste went to the polls to elect local council members, and UN security forces 
initiated a district-by-district transfer of control to police forces. After the release of our landmark 2008 poll 
measuring citizens’ opinions of police, we surveyed again to analyze perceptions of law and justice. Created as
a follow-up to our 2004 opinion poll on the country’s legal system, together our surveys are the only comparison
records available for rule of law in Timor-Leste. 

86% identify elders or local leaders, rather than police, as responsible for law and order. Timorese point to land dis-
putes as the most frequent crime experienced. In accessing justice, language is a hurdle. Of those who have been
to court, 31% say proceedings were not conducted in their preferred language, Tetum. Timorese are still unsure of
the formal courts, instead trusting the 450-year old community-level system. When asked who makes the rules that
govern people’s lives, 42% named a village-level leader, followed by parliament (14%), and government (13%). 

Just ahead of the national elections, 648
Afghan men and women pollsters set out to
conduct in-person interviews with 6,406 
citizens across all 34 of Afghanistan’s provin-
ces. Often traversing rugged, unmapped
areas, our teams meticulously canvassed the
country to assemble The Asia Foundation’s
fifth nationwide survey for a comprehensive
assessment of Afghan public opinion. The 
findings–the largest public opinion surveys
conducted in Afghanistan–are both a snap-
shot taken at a specific moment and a tool to
track trends. Delivered to Afghan government
ministries and agencies, these findings inform
and help guide key decisions.

42% say the country is moving in the right 
direction but severe problems persist: security,
unemployment, and the economy rank as the
biggest concerns. While three quarters of
Afghans are optimistic about the prospects
for improved security in the coming year, 
nearly one in 10 reported being attacked by
insurgents or foreign forces.

Education and illiteracy (49%) remain the
worst problems facing Afghan women, and
there has been a consistent rise in those who
identify lack of employment opportunities for
women as a significant issue, from 2% in
2006 to 19% in 2007, 24% in 2008, and
28% in 2009.

WHEN GAUGING THEIR LOCAL
AMENITIES, AFGHANS REPORT
GREATEST SATISFACTION WITH
THE AVAILABILITY OF EDUCA-
TION FOR CHILDREN (67%),
WATER FOR DRINKING (63%)
AND IRRIGATION (53%), AND
CLINICS AND HOSPITALS (49%). 

MEASURING VIEWS AND VALUES
ROBUST, VIBRANT SOCIETIES ARE RESPONSIVE TO THE VIEWS AND NEEDS OF THEIR CITIZENS, not only legal or regulatory
reforms. To ensure the concerns of citizens are heard by decisionmakers, The Asia Foundation designs and administers polls that provide
deep, local insights into societies and important issues. The primary purpose of this research is to provide lawmakers, advocates, scholars
and other stakeholders with information about public opinion and knowledge on issues relevant to reform, policy, and development. Our
surveys tell us what voters know and don’t know, and which information channels they access. We measure opinions, values, and trends—
essential in understanding how current events shape day-to-day realities. Finally, we share this information broadly, so that assistance 
efforts can be appropriately focused. To uphold our strict standards for culturally appropriate polling materials and interview conditions,
we employ local surveyors who speak the language and know the communities. The surveys conducted in 2009 are the latest in a series
of citizen assessments sponsored by The Asia Foundation dating back to 1985. 

54% OF TIMORESE 
HAVE NEVER HEARD 

OF A LAWYER

THE ASIA FOUNDATION SURVEY GIVES POLICYMAKERS INSIGHT INTO PEOPLE’S PERCEPTIONS ABOUT THEIR OPTIONS AND 
OBSTACLES FOR ACCESSING JUSTICE IN TIMOR-LESTE, AND WE CAN’T PROGRESS AS A COUNTRY WITHOUT KNOWING THAT. “

“

— PARLIAMENT MEMBER FERNANDA BORGES

AFGHANISTAN
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AGAINST A BACKDROP OF FALLING MINERAL PRICES AND A GLOBAL

ECONOMIC CRISIS, MORE THAN A MILLION MONGOLIANS, 73% OF

ELIGIBLE VOTERS NATIONWIDE, WENT TO THE POLLS TO ELECT A

NEW PRESIDENT IN MAY 2009. THE ELECTIONS FAVORED FORMER

PRIME MINISTER AND CANDIDATE OF THE OPPOSITION PARTY,

TSAKHIAGIIN ELBEGDORJ, BY A NARROW MARGIN. WITH THE

ELECTION STILL FRESH, WE ASKED MONGOLIANS ABOUT THEIR

EXPERIENCES PAYING BRIBES. MEASURING ONE OF THE MOST

PERVASIVE PROBLEMS IN MONGOLIA, OUR SERIES OF EIGHT POLLS,

CONDUCTED WITH OUR PARTNER, THE SANT MARAL FOUNDATION, ON

AN AGGRESSIVE SCHEDULE SINCE 2006, AMASS A DETAILED LOOK

AT CORRUPTION AND HOW IT IMPACTS THE COUNTRY’S PROGRESS.

WHILE THE LAND UTILIZATION OFFICE IS CONSISTENTLY PERCEIVED

AS THE MOST CORRUPT AGENCY IN ALL EIGHT CORRUPTION 

SURVEYS, IN REALITY, MONGOLIANS PAID BY FAR THE MOST BRIBES

TO DOCTORS, TEACHERS, AND POLICE, AMOUNTING TO 41.7 BILLION

TUGRIK ($28.9 MIL. U.S.) DURING A THREE-MONTH PERIOD IN 2009.

IN TOTAL, HOUSEHOLDS SPENT 164 BILLION TUGRIK ($113 MIL. U.S.)

ON BRIBES IN 2009. DESPITE THIS, HALF INDICATED THEY HAVE

CONFIDENCE IN THE NEW PRESIDENT TO FULFILL HIS CAMPAIGN

PROMISE TO FIGHT CORRUPTION.

THE SURVEY—THE ONLY TOOL IN MONGOLIA GAUGING CORRUP-

TION ON THE HOUSEHOLD LEVEL—MEASURES BOTH EMPIRICAL

AND PERCEPTION DATA. COLLECTIVELY, THESE SURVEYS SHOW

OVERALL INCIDENCE OF CORRUPTION HAS TRENDED DOWNWARDS,

WHILE BRIBE PAYMENT AMOUNTS HAVE SOARED.

After 2008’s game-changing national election
that ousted the ruling coalition from its Parliament
majority, we partnered with the Merdeka Center—
Malaysia’s foremost independent polling institu-
tion—for our third consecutive nationwide opinion
survey of citizens under the age of 35, a genera-
tion poised to shape their country’s future. 

In a charged racial and religious environment, 
Malaysia’s youth feel politically disconnected
from a government they deem as having a signi-
ficant impact in their daily lives. 56% of respon-
dents said they could accept a female Prime
Minister, but less than half are comfortable with
the idea of a non-Muslim Prime Minister. Findings
showed 77% have a strong preference for a mul-
tiracial party that is able to represent the interests
of Malaysians regardless of ethnicity. Merdeka’s
director noted that young Malaysians are moving
away from ethnic identification, and Islam is play-
ing a role in supplanting it.

THAILAND   

Since returning to civilian rule in 2008, Thailand has juggled three prime ministers, and mass street
protests throughout the country have halted commerce, derailed a high-profile summit of Asian 
leaders, and led to violent deaths. In May of 2009, the prime minister convened a parliamentary
committee to study potential Constitution changes to facilitate reconciliation. To ensure that opinions
from Thai citizens were represented in this process, The Asia Foundation conducted a face-to-face
poll to gauge the national mood. 

Of the 1,500 polled, we found the Thai electorate pessimistic, with less than a third saying Thailand
is moving in the right direction, and citing the economy as the primary reason. Two-thirds say their
personal economic situation has gotten worse or much worse. During this time of unyielding political
and economic volatility, the majority of people in Thailand feel most people cannot be trusted. In
total, 53% want a revised or new Constitution, while 28% want to stay with the current charter.
Thais are evenly split between those who believe an amendment could reduce conflict (45%), and
those who think it might exacerbate it (45%). When asked how the Constitution should be amended,
67% prefer a participatory process involving ordinary citizens rather than by Parliament alone. And
an overwhelming majority of 84% want to ratify it in a referendum.

MONGOLIA 

8 IN 10 THAIS SAY
PEOPLE FEEL FREE TO EXPRESS

THEIR POLITICAL OPINIONS 

MALAYSIA 

MALAYSIA’S YOUTH 
ARE WELL-INFORMED
AND HIGHLY 
CONNECTED —
INTERNET ACCESS 
INCREASED IN JUST
ONE YEAR FROM
57% TO 70%

70%
57%

ON AVERAGE, ONE IN EVERY
FIVE MONGOLIAN HOUSE-

HOLDS PAYS A BRIBE WITHIN 
A THREE-MONTH TIMEFRAME
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GIVE2ASIA 
Give2Asia, founded by The Asia Foundation, provides donors with guidance and services to help strengthen their philanthropy and overcome
the many challenges to international giving. Give2Asia connects donors with even the smallest local groups in over 20 countries, so they can
direct their giving to best focus on essential causes and on communities in need.

China has seen dramatic changes in its private sector 
philanthropy following the May 2008 earthquake, and
Give2Asia played a significant role getting resources to
affected communities. To date, Give2Asia has raised
$15.8 million from private donors to help rebuild. 
As China expands its own domestic philanthropy,
Give2Asia last spring convened philanthropists, corpo-
rate leaders, and Chinese government officials at 
a forum in Beijing to explore ways to engage both 
government and independent organizations doing 
charitable work. The discussions highlighted a number
of trends, such as the growth of private Chinese founda-
tions; government-contracted private groups addressing
regional issues; and a cultural shift toward personal 
philanthropy following the earthquake. In the days 
before the forum, many of our donors participated in a
Give2Asia-led tour of Sichuan Province to see firsthand
the earthquake recovery work. Meeting with children,
families, teachers, and NGO leaders, participants got a
look at the achievements—and continuing challenges—
of the recovery effort one year after the disaster.

BEIJING FORUM 
ANALYZES
PHILANTHROPY’S 
ROLE IN CHINA
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BOOKS NOURISH AND INFORM, and our book donations for students, professionals, leaders, and lawmakers guide and 
inspire progress and reform. Our in-country teams are experts in local issues and work with communities affected by poverty, 
natural disaster, and conflict. Last year, as part of our Indonesia office’s efforts to scale up resources at the Attorney General’s 
Office (AGO) and other key Indonesia justice sector institutions, we shipped more than 7,500 brand-new law books directly to
the libraries at the AGO’s training center, the Constitutional Court, Supreme Court, and the Department of Justice and Human
Rights. In the Philippines, in an effort to break the cycle of poverty and violence that has plagued Mindanao for decades, Books
for Asia Philippines sends one-half of its books—mainly children’s books—to poorly funded schools of this region. And in China
last year, we shipped over 140,000 professional textbooks and scientific journals to more than 300 universities in 31 provinces.   

TOP-QUALITY TEXTS ACCELERATE DEVELOPMENT

Asian leaders consistently put the ability to read, write, and speak English near the top of their development agendas, and in Asia these abilities
are often a means to improving one’s potential and place in the world. Sadly, books—an essential component of education—are unavailable 
or too costly in many parts of developing Asia, even where the national will exists to improve education. Books for Asia donates brand new, 
up-to-date texts from some of the world’s leading publishers in response to urgent requests from rural schools, national libraries, scientific 
institutions and government agencies, citizen advocacy groups, and others. In 2009, we delivered nearly one million books across 18 countries,
including increased numbers of highly coveted children’s storybooks, law books, and medical journals. Since the program’s inception in 1954,
Books for Asia has delivered nearly 45 million volumes, read by people who in turn help advance their communities and contribute to the
stability and prosperity of a rapidly changing Asia-Pacific region. 

BOOKS FOR ASIA 



WASHINGTON
Our office in the U.S. capital continues to organize substantive dialogues 
with key audiences on policy issues facing the Asia-Pacific. Roundtables, forums,
lectures, and conversations provide policymakers, non-governmental officials,
journalists, and scholars with contemporary views from Asia and on-the-ground
information: The Asian Perspective Series, the Ellsworth Bunker Asian Ambas-
sadors Series, and the Emerging Issues Series. 

THIS PAST YEAR, WE CONVENED A NUMBER OF KEY dialo-
gues. Our China representative, Dr. Jonathan Stromseth, discussed the
country’s ground-breaking open government regulations in a conver-
sation moderated by Dr. David Michael Lampton, Director of China
Studies at Johns Hopkins, School of Advanced International Studies,
on “Assessing Governance Trends in China: Law, Transparency, and
Reform.” Congressman Howard Berman spoke about U.S. foreign 
policy to Asia, attended by members of the Asia diplomatic community.
Country representative Dr. Kim N. B. Ninh was featured on a panel
with Dr. Pham Duy Nghia, head of the Business Law Department at
Hanoi National University, and Dr. Vu Thanh Tu Anh, director of 
research for the Fulbright Economics Teaching Program in Ho Chi
Minh City for a panel discussion on challenges facing Vietnam, called
“Global Integration, Global Crisis: Challenges and Prospects for 
Vietnam’s Development.” As a breaking update on political develop-
ments in Thailand, Dr. Jim Klein provided firsthand analysis of events
following Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva’s December 2008 appoint-
ment in a discussion titled, “Challenges to Political Development:
What’s Next for Thailand.”  
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FIRST LUCE SCHOLAR
BASED IN LAOS
Micah West is the first Luce Scholar ever to be placed in Laos.
In 2009 he started work at the Lao Bar Association, a partner
organization in our Access to Justice program. In 2007, the
association, with our assistance, launched the nation’s first
mobile legal aid clinic. Lawyers and paralegals go to villages
and maintain two permanent offices in Oudomxay in the north
and Champasak in the south. Villagers—especially women, 
ethnic minorities, the poor, and vulnerable—who might have
consulted relatives or friends on legal matters in the past, can
now query lawyers about land rights, property inheritance,
lawful contracts, and other issues. Micah recently 
traveled to remote and mountainous Oudomxay to observe
and assist with the effort. There, he helped conduct follow-
up meetings with a 15-year-old Hmong woman whose 
boyfriend disappeared quickly after finding out she was 
pregnant, leaving her with no financial resources or support
to raise their child. Through village mediation they tracked
the boyfriend down and a settlement was negotiated. The
young woman is now using the money to open a store. 
“Extraordinary and life-changing,” Micah says of his experi-
ence so far. Each morning, he gives alms to the local monks
in Vientiane, then works alongside the local lawyers. “I know
every Lao person that lives on my block, and we share warm
smiles, watered-down Lao beer, and a love for traditional Lao
dancing. Two weeks ago, I traveled with a friend to a village
a few hours outside of Vang Vieng and slept in his family’s
straw house, surrounded by mountains (and pigs, goats, 
chickens, and cows). Last week, I met some farmers outside
of Vientiane, who offered to teach me how to harvest rice.” 
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Over the past five decades, Foundation grants have provided thousands of participants with opportunities to trade views and
gain direct experience with regions other than their own. Exchanges help shape perceptions of those who take part in academic
studies, conferences, special programs, and study tours tailored to one’s particular needs. Examples include: designing a study
tour on environmental health risks for a delegation of Vietnamese environmental specialists; enabling a legal aid specialist to 
participate in a U.S.-China labor law cooperation project. We also cultivate opportunities for graduate students and recent 
graduates to hold Junior Associateships in Asian Affairs at The Asia Foundation to further their professional development by
conducting research, contributing to proposal development, or assisting with the design and implementation of programs. The
Luce Scholars Program was established by the Henry Luce Foundation in 1974, and, in partnership with The Asia Foundation,
provides opportunities for young Americans to gain a firsthand understanding of Asia by living and working for a year in an
Asian nation. From its inception, the experience was intended to create a broader understanding of Asia among America’s future
leaders, and ultimately to influence American attitudes and actions toward Asia. Today, we continue to administer the Asian 
portions of the program, over the years facilitating placements for 588 Luce Scholars.

EXCHANGES AND EDUCATION
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200 9 F I NANCIAL  R E P ORT

Management is responsible for the preparation of The Asia Foundation’s financial statements in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the
United States of America, and for the financial information presented in this report. This responsibility includes maintaining the integrity and objectivity of financial
records, protection of Foundation assets, and compliance with funder restrictions and instructions.

The Foundation’s financial statements have been audited by Grant Thorton, LLP, independent certified public accountants. It is the opinion of the independent
auditor that the financial statements as of and for the year ended September 30, 2009, are fairly stated in all material respects in accordance with Generally 
Accepted Accounting Principles. The independent auditor’s report and the complete audited financial statements and accompanying footnotes can be downloaded
from our website at www.asiafoundation.org, and are also available by mail upon request.

* Asian Development Bank; Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID); Australian Embassy, in Indonesia; Australian Federal Police, in Timor-Leste;
Australian High Commission, in Bangladesh, Malaysia, and Pakistan; British Embassy, in Afghanistan, Indonesia, Mongolia, and the Philippines; British High
Commission, in Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka; Canada Fund; Canadian Embassy, in Afghanistan; Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA); Royal Danish Embassy, in Bangladesh and Indonesia; Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA); Department for International Development
(DFID), United Kingdom; European Commission; The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria; Government of Belgium; International Finance 
Corporation (IFC); Korea Development Institute School; Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA); New Zealand Aid; North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO); Royal Netherlands Embassy, in Afghanistan, China, Indonesia, Bangladesh, Mongolia, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Thailand; Royal Norwegian Embassy,
in Bangladesh, Indonesia, and Pakistan; Swedish Embassy, in Bangladesh; Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation; Swiss Embassy, Bangladesh;
United Nations Democracy Fund; United Nations Development Programme; United States Agency for International Development; United States Congress;
United States Department of Agriculture; United States Department of Labor; United States Department of State; United States Embassy, in Afghanistan,
Malaysia, and Nepal; The World Bank

THE ASIA FOUNDATION CONDENSED FINANCIAL INFORMATION (in thousands)

FY07 FY08 FY09

REVENUE, SUPPORT, & INCOME

Government: Bilateral & Multilateral Institutions* 71,006 90,973 90,197

Foundations, Corporations, & Individuals 4,797 5,649 6,215 

Donated Books & Related Materials 34,512 46,235 46,146  

Non-operating Income 1,736 (1,068) 351

112,051 141,789 142,909

FY07 FY08 FY09

EXPENDITURES

Programs, Grants, & Related Services 68,317 87,294 86,213  

Distribution of Books & Materials 33,367 40,702 43,438 

General Administration 8,262 8,829 9,833  

Fundraising 538 399 348 

Other Expense — — 27  

110,484 137,224 139,859  

FY07 FY08 FY09

Change in Net Assets 1,567 4,565 3,050 

Postretirement benefit change (321) 254 (269) 

Net Assets, beginning of year 32,495 33,741 38,560  

Net Assets, end of year 33,741 38,560 41,341 
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D ONOR S

Donations Received Fiscal Year 2009
(October 1, 2008 – September 30, 2009)

I N DIV I DUALS 

Trustees’ Circle ($25,000 +)
Anonymous (2)
Scott Cook and Signe H. Ostby
Jerome and Thao Dodson
Chien Lee
Missie T. Rennie* and Zach Taylor
Thomas and Shelagh Rohlen
Masaaki Tanaka
Haydn Williams

President’s Circle ($10,000 – $24,999)
Anonymous (2)
Michael H. Armacost
Michael A. and Victoria Callen
Gina Lin Chu* and David Chu
Tom and Helen Clausen
Walter J. Frost*
Kenneth Juster
Bill S. Kim
S. Timothy Kochis and Penelope Wong
Chong-Moon and Reiko Lee
Leo Lum
Russell R. Miller
Judith Wilbur
Masamoto and Yoko Yashiro

Benefactor ($5,000 – $9,999)
Terrence B. Adamson and Ede Holiday
Todd Ahlsten
William S. Anderson
David R. Andrews
Ron Boring
Mary Brown Bullock
Winnie and Michael Feng*
Edward P. Gilbert and Linda Semlitz
Harry Harding
Raejeanne Kier
Janet and Thomas Montag
Torkel Patterson
Michael L. Riordan
J. Stapleton Roy
Weijian Shan
Paul S. and Mary Slawson*
Monica von Zadora-Gerlof*
Adam Weissman
Alice Young*

Patron ($1,000 – $4,999)
Anonymous (1)
Anonymous (1)*
Doris Bebb
Douglas and Louise Bereuter

Alexander and Cornelia Calhoun
Mark and Carolyn Chandler
Annette Clear and Michael Begert
Jean Cornuelle
Mark and Linda G. Dalsin
Roger S. Dong and Lai Chu Christy-Dong
Lonnie Pierson Dunbier
Jeffrey and Sheridan Ellis
Catherine Farrell
Thomas M. Gottlieb and Carol A. Kirsh
Catherine Houghton
Karl F. and Meredith R. Inderfurth
James A. Kelly
Robin and Patricia Klaus
Ellen Laipson
Lee Hong-Koo
Chih-Hsiang and Chou-Chi Li
Ida Liu*
Stanley and Judith Lubman
Douglas Paal
William and Leonilla Perry
Susan J. Pharr
William and Gail Reid
Henry Ritchotte and Janet Miranda
Sanford and Jeanne Robertson
Nobuko Sakurai
Teresita Schaffer
Paul and Renee Speltz
Sharon Spilhaus
Patricia Tang
Linda Tsao Yang

Supporter ($500 – $999)
Anonymous (2)
George Baker and Lauren Jennings
Maurice and Rebecca D’Lima
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr.
William P. Fuller
James and Renee Hennessy
Willis S. Hesselroth
Rod Hsiao
Jerry and Susan Inman
Jeanie and Murray Kilgour
Norn Kittiaksorn
David and Susan Lampton
Sang Hoon and Young Ae Lee
Joshua and Stephanie Litwin
David Liu
Robert and Connie Loarie
Tony Chen, Lichuan Ma, and Lijung Ma
Alice and Robert Piccus
Andrew Rubinson and Laura Thorpe
Corinne and Richard Steensma
Cora and Richard Stewart
Dennis, Yi, and Ken Ting
Sean Wachob
Sarah Wan and Joseph Yau
Frank and Julia Worrell

Friend (Up To $499)
Anonymous (11)
Morton and Sheppie Abramowitz
Thomas Agoston
Lucita Andres
Atsuko Awaya
William L. Ball, III
Leo Bampo
Barbara Barck
Barnett and Udomluck Baron
Gloria Barone
Richard and Carolyn Beahrs
David Bender
Paul and Kathleen Bissinger
Amy Blenker
Bill Bodle
Joann N. Bodurtha and Thomas J. Smith
Susan Borghese
Alex Borjigin
Malcolm and Sarah Brownlee
Nicola Burt and Chris Banks
Beverly J. Canon
Sentono Chai
Gregory and Chen-Lo Chen
Hungwen Chen
Jay J. Choi
Connie Chung
Kathleen Clark
Rena Cochlin
Jose Collazo
Mehtap and Jason Conti
Betsy M. Cooley
John Croizat
James Crooks
William B. Daniels
Richard Dasher
Patricia Dawson
Son Do, Thao Nguyen, and Nhan Do
Hien D. Doan
Rob Dretler and Muffie Michaelson
Thomas and Barbara Elliott
William Ellis
Jim Emery
Roger Ernst
Ronald and Sonia Ettinger
William D. Evans
Garold Faber
Thomas and Sarah Fargo
Curtis Farrar and Carol J. Lancaster
Vincent and Shirley Fausone
Maria and Joseph Finetti
John and Margaret Francis
Richard and Susan Fuller
Christopher Gallaga
Manuk Gede
Wendell Gerken
Suzanne and Richard Gerson
Andi Gila
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Joseph and Marie Gunn
Irene Hahn
Carlyn Halde
Stephen Haus
Richard and Beatrice Heggie
Gordon R. Hein
Pamela Hollie
Mike Marshall and Shannon Holz
Heidi and Jack Hsia
Marco Hsu
Charles and Sandra Hulac
Katherine Hunter
Samantha Jay
Adam and Yvonne Katz
Atsushi Kawamoto and Denise Ho
Julie Kimball
Donie King
Justin King
Georgina G. Kratzer
Ralph A. Kuiper
Margaret Kung
Keith Lam
Lan T. Le
Josephine Lee
Emily Lehrman
Minjon LeNoir
Ai-Ling Li
Ned and Alice Li
Yeehen Li
Albert Liu and Yu-Ji Wan
Priscilla Lo
Germaine R. Long
Yun-Chi Lu
Bernice Q. Ly
John and Carol Lyden
Chang Cherng Chang and Li-Mei Ma
Weiwou Chao and Liwen Ma
Jon McAlister
Janice McCombie
Bonnie Melville and Daniel TerLouw
Dan and Dimity Mueller
Margaret S. Nalle
Raquel Newman
Ella Ngo
Mark K. Nguyen
Tam Nguyen
Michael Nieto and Ann Kletz
Khanh Ninh
Linda Ostro
Kenneth and Jian Paley
Pamela Peng Park
Stephen Perillo
Anne M. Pincus
Anne Pollack
Victor Raphael
Peter and Margaret Rude
Kenneth T. Sabotta
Steven Sabotta

Carole Scagnetti and Terry Stewart
Jared Scarborough
Erich F. Schimps
Suzanne Schleck
David and Linda Schneider
Joan Schneider
Andrew Sessler
Jeng-Jer Shieh
Laura L. Smith
Nancy Smith
Betty Southard Murphy
Stephen and Constance Spahn
Steven Steiner
David Stewart
George and Barbara SyCip
Astrid Szeto
Teresa Tan
Sandra J. Tillin
Keh-Chuh and Lynn Ting
Bruce Tolentino
Herbert and Nancy Tully
Donald Tumpal
John and Donna Walton
Beth Weinberger
Walter and Susan Wessels
Kindra Whitteker
Marcia Wiss
Stephanie Wong
Alice Wu and Albert Lam
W.H. Yeh
Desmond Yim
Jean Yu
Nancy Yuan
Philip W. Yun and Melissa A. Millsaps
Dan Zhang
*Lotus Circle Advisors

C OR P ORATION S,  FOU N DATION S,
AN D ORGAN I ZATION S

Anonymous (2)
Agnes Scott College
Association of Accounting Technicians of 

Sri Lanka
Bentley School
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Brayton Wilbur Foundation
Ceylon Biscuits Limited
Coca-Cola Foundation
Friends of The Asia Foundation, Korea

Asiana Airlines
Chartis
Hewlett-Packard Korea
Tong Yang Investment Bank
Yuhan-Kimberly

Li & Fung (1906) Foundation Limited
Give2Asia

AIG Disaster Relief Fund
Committee of 100 China Earthquake 

Relief Fund
Give2Asia Disaster Recovery Fund
General Electric APAF Fund 
H.B. Fuller Company Foundation
Harvard Business School AMP 172 Fund
The Mushroom Fund
MYTWO Fund
The Sanctuary Fund

Goldman Environmental Foundation
HK Jockey Club
Hang Seng Bank
Hatton National Bank
The Henry Luce Foundation, Inc.
J.I. Foundation, Inc.
J.T. Tai & Co. Foundation, Inc.
Levi Strauss Foundation
MAS Capital (Pvt) Ltd.
The McConnell Foundation
National Development Bank
Parnassus Investments
Public Bank
Raytheon
Rotary International
Sri Lanka Institute of Marketing
Sri Lanka Telecom
The Sungkok Foundation for Journalism
TOSA Foundation
University of Connecticut Asian American 

Students Association
Union Bank of California
United Way of the Wine Country
Vietnamese Law Association
Westlake Foundation
YBM, Inc.

GOVE R N M E NT AN D 
M U LTI LATE RAL I N STITUTION S

Asian Development Bank
Australian Agency for International Development 

(AusAID)
Australian Embassy, in Indonesia
Australian Federal Police, in Timor-Leste
Australian High Commission, in Bangladesh, 

Malaysia, and Pakistan 
British Embassy, in Afghanistan, Indonesia, 

Mongolia, and the Philippines
British High Commission, in Bangladesh, India, 

Pakistan, and Sri Lanka
Canada Fund
Canadian Embassy, in Afghanistan
Canadian International Development 

Agency (CIDA)
Royal Danish Embassy, in Bangladesh 

and Indonesia
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Danish International Development Agency 
 (DANIDA)

Department for International Development 
(DFID), United Kingdom

European Commission
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, 

and Malaria
Government of Belgium 
International Finance Corporation (IFC)
Korea Development Institute School
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA)
New Zealand Aid
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
Royal Netherlands Embassy, in Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh, China, Indonesia, Mongolia, 
Pakistan, the Philippines, and Thailand

Royal Norwegian Embassy, in Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, and Pakistan

Swedish Embassy, in Bangladesh
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
Swiss Embassy, Bangladesh
United Nations Democracy Fund
United Nations Development Programme
United States Agency for International 

Development (USAID) 
United States Congress
United States Department of Agriculture
United States Department of Labor
United States Department of State
United States Embassy, in Afghanistan, 

Malaysia, and Nepal
The World Bank

BO OK S FOR AS IA  ( I N-K I N D)

Publishers
Axios Press
Cottonwood Press
IEEE Press
Island Press
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
Kumarian Press, Inc.
Lexis Nexis
Lingo Press
Lynne Rienner Publishers
Macmillan Holdings LLC
McGraw-Hill Companies
Mivar Press
National University of Singapore Press (Pte) Ltd.
NOLO
Pearson Education
Scholastic México
Stylus Publishing
Teachers of English to Speakers of 

Other Languages
Technics Publications
Temple University Press

University of Alabama Press
University of Pittsburgh Press
University Science Books
W. W. Norton & Company, Inc

Corporations, Foundations, 
and Organizations
Aries Technology, Inc.
Baystate Pool Supply
Brother’s Brother Foundation
California Pacific Medical Center
Chinese Christian Schools
College Of Staten Island (History Dept.)
Concordia University
Department Of Veteran Affairs/VA Northern 

Indiana Health Care System Library
Genentech
IAG Media
ILBF
Immedium, Inc.
International Association for the Study of Pain
Jay-Niles Memorial Library
Juvio Corporation
KVCC Bookstore
Korea Democracy Foundation
Mendocino Middle School
Menlo College Bookstore
National Center For State Courts
Net Impact
Newark Museum
Petrova Elementary School/Saranac Lake 

Central School District
Resource Center for the Visually Impaired
Righetti High School
San Francisco City Attorney’s Office
San Francisco Department of Child 

Support Services
Siemens Corporation
Smarter Ville, Inc./Hooked On Phonics
St. Mary’s
Stanford Law Library
Teachers Across Borders
Team Virtus
Thrift Books LLC
UNICEF
Upper Playground
Veterans Administration Center

Individuals
Anonymous (1)
LeAnn Alstadt
Steve Armstrong
Francis Baumli
The Baxtens
Nina Bray
Laurie Bryant
Otto Budig
George Bunch

Bhavani Chandramouli
Annette Chenevey
Sandra Christian
James Clark
Liesl Clark
Phoebe Coburn
Susanna Colloredo
Frank Conlon
Lloyd Davis
Barbara and Peter Dessart
Camilla Durfee
Lee Dutton
Katie Ellison
Donald Erwin
Gordon Ettie
Dawn Ferrari
Carmen Finley
Doug Fischer
David FitzGerald
Leonard Goodisman
Arthur Grantz
Michael Greenberg
Robert Grudin
Jami Guinn-Osborne
Elizabeth Hanson
Fazel Haqbeen
Suzanne Haslam
Marc Henrich
The Hoods
Paige Hudson
Margaret Karns
Sharan Kaur
Adam Koranyi
Daniel Mirda
Layma Murtaza
An Nguyen
Lily Overton
Elisabeth Pendley
Teri Russell
Arthur Rypinski
Cynthia San
Erich Schimps
Julie Scott
Jack Shindler
The Silvers
Tracy Snow
Kendra Staton
Douglas Stolls
Cora Suksumrit
Rosanna Sun
Yenly Thach
Richard Turner
Lauren Ward
Peter Williams
Harvey Young
Sue Zisko

D ONOR S C ONTI N U E D



_
46
_

annual report 2009

TR USTE E S &  OF F ICE R S

OFFICERS

Michael H. Armacost
Chairman of the Board and Executive Committee
Shorenstein Distinguished Fellow for Political 

Affairs, Asia/Pacific Research Center, 
Stanford University

Former U.S. Ambassador; Former Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs

Harry Harding
Vice Chair of the Board and Executive Committee
Founding Dean, Frank Batten Senior School of 

Leadership and Public Policy, University of Virginia

Missie Rennie
Vice Chair of the Board and Executive Committee
Consultant

Susan J. Pharr
Secretary, Board of Trustees
Director, Program on U.S.-Japan Relations; and 

Director, Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies,
Harvard University

Paul S. Slawson
Treasurer, Board of Trustees
Business Leader

Douglas Bereuter
President and CEO

Barnett F. Baron
Executive Vice President

Allen C. Choate
Vice President, Partners in Asian Development

Richard H. Fuller
Vice President, Field Operations

Gordon Hein
Vice President, Programs

Nancy Yuan
Vice President and Director, Washington DC

Philip W. Yun
Vice President, Resource Development

John Croizat
Chief Financial Officer and Assistant Treasurer, 

Board of Trustees

Gretchen Yen
Assistant Secretary, Board of Trustees

MEMBERS

Terrence B. Adamson
Executive Vice President, National Geographic Society

David R. Andrews1

Co-Chairman, MetaJure, Inc.
Former Senior Vice President for Government 

Affairs, General Counsel and Secretary, PepsiCo Inc.

William L. Ball, III
Former U.S. Secretary of the Navy

Mary Brown Bullock
Distinguished Visiting Professor of China Studies

Emory University

Alexander D. Calhoun, Esq.
Senior Counsel, Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, LLP

William H.C. Chang
Chairman and CEO, Westlake International Group

Gina Lin Chu
Board of Directors, DC Design International LLC

Scott Cook
Co-Founder and Chairman of the 

Executive Committee, Intuit Inc.

Theodore L. Eliot, Jr.
Former U.S. Ambassador; Executive Secretary and
Inspector General of the State Department;
Dean Emeritus of the Fletcher School

Jared Frost
Executive Advisor, RMI Group, Jakarta

Karl F. Inderfurth
John O. Rankin Professor and Director of 

International Affairs Program, George 
Washington University, Elliott School of 
International Affairs 

Former Asstistant Secretary of State for South 
Asian Affairs; U.S. Representative for Special 
Political Affairs to UN, rank of Ambassador

Kenneth I. Juster
Executive Vice President of Law, Policy, and 

Corporate Strategy, Salesforce.com
Former Under Secretary of Commerce; Counselor 

(Acting) of the State Department; Deputy and
Senior Advisor to the Deputy Secretary of State

James Andrew Kelly
President, EAP Associates, Inc.
Former U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East 

Asian and Pacific Affairs

Ellen Laipson
President and CEO, The Henry L. Stimson Center
Member of Intelligence Advisory Board, 

Obama Administration

David M. Lampton
Dean of Faculty, School of Advanced International 

Studies (SAIS)
Professor of Chinese Studies, Johns Hopkins University

Chien Lee
Private Investor, Hong Kong

Lee Hong-Koo
Chairman of the Board, The Seoul Forum for 

International Affairs
Former Prime Minister of South Korea and  

Korean Ambassador, Seoul

Douglas H. Paal
Vice President for Studies, Carnegie Endowment 

for International Peace

Surin Pitsuwan
Secretary-General, ASEAN
Former Member of the Thai Legislature;
Former Thai Minister of Foreign Affairs

Thomas P. Rohlen
Professor Emeritus and Senior Fellow, Stanford 

University Institute for International Studies

J. Stapleton Roy
Director, Kissinger Institute on China and the 

United States, Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars

Former U.S. Ambassador and Assistant Secretary 
of State

Teresita C. Schaffer
Director, South Asia Program, Center for Strategic 

and International Studies
Former U.S. Ambassador; Former Deputy Assistant 

Secretary of State for South Asian Affairs

Robert A. Theleen
Chairman, ChinaVest, Inc., Shanghai

Judith F. Wilbur
Civic Leader
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Linda Tsao Yang2

Chairman, Asian Corporate Governance Association
Former Ambassador and U.S. Executive Director, 

Asian Development Bank

Alice Young
Partner and Chair, Asia Pacific Practice, 

Kaye Scholer LLP

TR USTE E S E M E R IT I

William S. Anderson
Retired Chairman of the Board, NCR Corporation

A.W. Clausen
Retired Chairman and CEO, BankAmerica 

Corporation
Former President, The World Bank

Thomas S. Foley
Former U.S. Ambassador and Speaker of the 

U.S. House of Representatives

Ernest M. Howell
Senior Vice President - Investments, Smith Barney

Chong-Moon Lee
Chairman and CEO, AmBex Venture Group, LLC

Robert A. Scalapino
Robson Research Professor of Government 

Emeritus, Institute of East Asian Studies, 
University of California, Berkeley

Walter Shorenstein
Chairman of the Board, The Shorenstein Company

P R E S I DE NTS E M E R IT I

William P. Fuller
Haydn Williams

ADVI SORY C OU NCI L

Ron Boring
Former Executive, Vodafone Corporation

Bill S. Kim*
Founder and President, Kizan International, Inc.

S. Timothy Kochis*
Founder and Chairman, Aspiriant

Leo K.W. Lum*
Founder and Chairman, Churchill Capital Asia 

Limited of Singapore

Janet McKinley*
Chair, Oxfam America Board of Directors

Thomas P. Rohlen
Trustee of The Asia Foundation
Professor Emeritus and Senior Fellow, Stanford 

University Institute for International Studies

Paul S. Slawson
Trustee of The Asia Foundation
Business Leader

Masaaki Tanaka*
President and CEO, UnionBanCal Corporation 

and Union Bank, N.A.

*Founding Members of the Advisory Council

S U P P ORTI NG PARTN E R S I N  AS IA

The Asia Foundation gratefully acknowledges the
commitment and assistance made by its supporting
partners in Asia.

Friends of The Asia Foundation Korea
Hong Kong Leadership Council

1 Until 01/09; Re-elected 01/10
2 Elected Trustee Emeritus 01/10

S E N IOR STAF F 
(AS OF FEBRUARY 2010)

IN THE UNITED STATES

Douglas Bereuter
President and CEO

Barnett F. Baron
Executive Vice President

Allen C. Choate
Vice President, Partners in Asian Development*

(*includes Japan, Korea, Singapore, Hong
Kong, Taiwan)

Richard H. Fuller
Vice President, Field Operations

Gordon Hein
Vice President, Programs

Nancy Yuan
Vice President and Director, Washington, DC

Philip W. Yun
Vice President for Resource Development

William S. Cole
Senior Director, Governance, Law, and Civil Society
Senior Director, Program Strategy and Development

Roger Craig
Senior Director, Human Resources

Nayna Agrawal
Director, Corporate and Foundation Relations

Don Boring
Director, Field Operations (Southeast Asia)

John J. Brandon
Director, International Relations 
Associate Director, Washington, DC

Jaime Chua
Senior Director, Public Sector Development Services

John Croizat
Chief Financial Officer

Balasubramanian Iyer
Director, Field Operations (South Asia)

Erik Jensen
Senior Advisor for Governance and Law

John Karr
Director, Digital Media

David Kim 
Luce Scholars Coordinator

Debra Ladner
Director of Programs, Governance, Law, 

and Civil Society

Amy Ovalle
Director, Communications

Christopher Plante
Senior Advisor, Environment Programs
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Scott Snyder
Senior Associate, International Relations
Director, Center for U.S.-Korea Policy

V. Bruce J. Tolentino
Director, Economic Reform and 

Development Programs

Carol H. Yost
Director, Women’s Program

Vera Y. I. Young
Director, Asian-American Exchange Program

Melody Zavala
Director, Books for Asia

IN ASIA

Afghanistan
Richard L. Smith
Country Representative

Katherine S. Hunter
Deputy Country Representative

Zoran Milovic
Deputy Country Representative

Bangladesh
Hasan Mazumdar
Country Representative

Jerome Sayre
Deputy Country Representative

Cambodia
Gavin Tritt
Country Representative

Jon L. Summers
Country Representative-at-Large

Nicole Sayres
Deputy Country Representative

Véronique Salze-Lozac’h
Regional Director for Economic Programs

China 
Jonathan R. Stromseth
Country Representative

Nancy Kim
Deputy Country Representative

Fiji
Kathryn E. Hawley
Director, Pacific Program

India
Nick Langton
Country Director

Indonesia
Robin Bush
Country Representative

Laurel MacLaren
Deputy Country Representative

Korea
Edward Reed
Country Representative

Lao, PDR
Gretchen A. Kunze
Country Director

Malaysia
Anthea Mulakala
Country Representative

Mongolia
Meloney C. Lindberg
Country Representative

Nepal
George Varughese
Country Representative

Sagar Prasai
Deputy Country Representative

Pakistan
Gareth Aicken
Country Representative

Philippines
Steven Rood
Country Representative, Philippines 

and Pacific Island Nations
Regional Advisor for Local Governance

Ky D. Johnson
Deputy Country Representative

Sri Lanka
Nilan Fernando
Country Representative

Gita Sabharwal
Deputy Country Representative

Thailand
James Klein
Country Representative

Pauline Tweedie
Deputy Country Representative

Kim McQuay
Director of Law and Justice Programs

Timothy Meisburger 
Regional Director for Elections and 

Political Process

Tom Parks
Regional Director for Conflict and Governance

Timor-Leste
Silas Everett
Country Representative

Susan Marx
Deputy Country Representative

Vietnam
Kim N. B. Ninh
Country Representative
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We are also grateful for photos provided by Tugsjargal Anand, Conor Ashleigh, Shafaat Bhatti, Shahrukh Shafat Bhatti, Karl Grobl, Choi Jai-young, Jon Jamieson, 
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The Asia Foundation is the premier non-governmental organization working to promote reform and
prosperity in Asia. We are an active partner to changemakers across Asia, promoting participation
and initiative in the areas of governance, law, and civil society; women’s empowerment; economic
reform and development; and international relations. Our approach is to work locally, flexibly, and
with sensitivity and understanding of the realities on the ground.

The Asia Foundation is the premier non-governmental organization working to promote reform and
prosperity in Asia. We are an active partner to changemakers across Asia, promoting participation
and initiative in the areas of governance, law, and civil society; women’s empowerment; economic
reform and development; and international relations. Our approach is to work locally, flexibly, and
with sensitivity and understanding of the realities on the ground.
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C ONTACT US

THE ASIA FOUNDATION HEADQUARTERS
465 California St., 9th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94104 USA

MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 193223
San Francisco, CA 94119-3223
Tel: 415-982-4640
Fax: 415-392-8863
Email: info@asiafound.org

WASHINGTON, DC
1779 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 815
Washington, DC 20036
Tel: (202) 588-9420
Fax: (202) 588-9409
Email: info@asiafound-dc.org

AS IA

AFGHANISTAN
Tel: + 93 75 20-23-558
Email: tafag@asiafound.org

BANGLADESH
Tel: + 880 (2) 882-6941 to 6944
Email: tafbg@asiafound.org

CAMBODIA
Tel: + 855 (23) 210-431
Email: tafcb@asiafound.org

CHINA
Tel: + 86 (10) 6518-3868
Email: beijing@asiafound.org.cn

INDIA
Tel: +91-11-473-63100
Email: tafindia@asiafound.org

INDONESIA
Tel: + 62 (21) 7278-8424
Email: tafindonesia@asiafound.org

KOREA
Tel: (82) 2-732-2044 to 2046
Email: tafkorea@asiafound.org

LAOS
Tel: + 856 (21) 215-244-7
Email: taflaos@asiafound.org

MALAYSIA
Tel: + 60 (3) 2282- 0385
Email: amulakala@asiafound.org

MONGOLIA
Tel: + 976 (11) 330-524 or 323-413
Email: general@asiafound.mn 

NEPAL
Tel: + 977 (1) 441-8345
Email: info@taf.org.np

PACIFIC ISLAND NATIONS
Tel: + (679) 338-7101
Email: khawley@asiafound.org

PAKISTAN
Tel: + 92 (51) 265-0523 to 0528
Email: tafpk@asiafound.org

PHILIPPINES
Tel: + 63 (2) 851-1466 and 851-1477
Email: tafphil@asiafound.org

SRI LANKA
Tel: + 94 (11) 269-8356
Email: tafsrilanka@asiafound.org

THAILAND
Tel: + 66 (2) 233-1644 to 1647
Email: tafthailand@asiafound.org

TIMOR-LESTE
Tel: + 670 331-3457
Email: taftimorleste@asiafound.org

VIETNAM
Tel: + 84 (4) 3943-3263
Email: tafvn@asiafound.org
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T H E  A S I A  F O U N DAT I O N  2 0 0 9

Asia Foundation-supported theater production aimed to empower women

COVER IMAGE
Kailali district, Mid-Western Nepal: Women in the most conflict-affected areas of Nepal continue to encounter high incidences of domestic violence. 
Building awareness of the effect this has on families and communities is a way to empower women to create an environment where gender-based 
violence is not tolerated. The Asia Foundation supported Aarohan Theater, which pioneered interactive theater in Nepal to engage the public to reflect 
and act on gender-based violence challenges. 




