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3 See, for example, Andrew Nachemson, ‘Racism is fueling Myanmar's deadly second wave of COVID-19" in The Diplomat, 11 September 2020.

4 'Rakhine State: The weekly report November 16-20', Arakan Humanitarian Coordination Team.

T 'Myanmar: Covid-19 Humanitarian Situation Report No. 11, 23 October 2020°, UN OCHA.
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2'Covid-19 Deaths Pass 300", Frontier Myanmar Daily Briefing, 1 October 2020.



https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Myanmar%20-%20COVID-19%20Situation%20Report%20No.%2011%20%2823%20October%202020%29.pdf
https://thediplomat.com/2020/09/racism-is-fueling-myanmars-deadly-second-wave-of-covid-19/
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® See, for example, ‘Myanmar: Covid-19 Humanitarian Situation Report No. 11, 23 October 2020°, UN OCHA.

6 'Myanmar: Humanitarian Update No. 1, 26 November 2020°, UN OCHA.
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7 In March 2020, a group of Rakhine community-based and civil society organizations formed the Arakan Humanitarian Coordination Team in
response to the need to improve relief and development efforts in the State.

8 Kyaw Hsan Hlaing, ‘People in Parts of Myanmar Are Living Under the World's Longest Internet Shutdown. It's Putting Lives in Danger’, 16
November 2020, 7ime.
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10°An Avoidable War: Politics and Armed Conflict in Myanmar's Rakhine State’, Asia Report N° 307, 9 June 2020, International Crisis Group.

! “Statement”, No. 41/2020, 12 November 2020, Arakan Army, arakanarmy.net.

9 'MDRF calls for the end of the 2G digital blackout’, 1 September 2020; ‘Lift the Restrictions on Internet Access’, 28 June 2019. Available at
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12 David Scott Mathieson, The Arakan Army in Myanmar: Deadly Conflict Rises in Rakhine State, United States Institute of Peace, Special
Report No.486, November 2020.

13 |bid.

Y Myanmar: Indiscriminate airstrikes kill civilians as Rakhine conflict worsens, Amnesty International, 8 July 2020.

15 Khaing Yoe Hla, ‘Rakhine State IDPs Exceed 36,000 Since August: Myanmar NGO' in The Irrawaddy, 5 October 2020.

16 The AA claimed that “the government of Myanmar was poorly prepared to prevent the Coronavirus transmission even though they have got
enough opportunity and sufficient condition.” *Announcement on Covid-10 [sic] exigency’, 26 April 2020, arakanarmy.net. Myanmar Ministry of
Foreign Affairs statement, ‘Myanmar leaves no one behind in its fight against COVID-19 in Rakhine State’ 10 April 2020.
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18 Hein Thar and Ye Mon, ‘After WHO driver's death, fear and foreboding haunt Rakhine's COVID-19 response’ in Frontier Myanmar, 27 April

V7Ei Ei Toe Lwin, 'UN aid reaches strife-torn Myanmar town’ in Myanmar Times, 3 May 2020, Myanmar Times.
2020.

19 ‘Red Cross says injuries reported after boat carrying aid attacked in Myanmar' in Reuters, 28 October 2020.
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2 Nyein Nyein, ‘NLD calls for release of its three candidates abducted by Arakan Army’ in Irrawaddy, 22 October 2020.

21 See for example Priscilla Clapp and Jason Tower, ‘Election Cancellations in Rakhine State Could Signal Trouble for Myanmar’, USIP, 5
November 2020. ‘Another Landslide Victory for Aung San Suu Kyi's Party in Myanmar — But at What Cost?", International Crisis Group, 12
November 2020.

22 Rakhine State had already blocked prominent and legally registered ethnic news outlets on mobile networks in April 2020, citing the need to
curtail Covid-19 related misinformation. ‘Time to take away the election commission’s red pen’ in Frontier Myanmar, 7 October 2020.

2 'Myanmar's 2020 General Election Results in Numbers' in Irrawaddy, 11 November 2020.

2 1n 2015, although the Arakan National Party won a comfortable majority in the State parliament and could logically have expected to form the
State-level Government, the president directed the NLD to form a minority government instead. The ANP had also insisted that a member of
their party should be appointed as Chief Minister, a decision made directly by the President, and were angered that this core demand was
ignored. Earlier this year, the popular Rakhine politician, Dr Aye Maung, lost his appeal to overturn a conviction for high treason and is serving a
20-year prison sentence.
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% See the details of these efforts provided in an interview with Japan's ambassador to Myanmar, Ichiro Maruyama, in Nan Lwin, ‘No Change

in Our Commitment to Support Myanmar's Economic Development: Japanese Ambassador” in Irrawaddy, 21 November 2020

% 1CG, 'From Elections to Ceasefire in Myanmar's Rakhine State’, Briefing 164, 23 December 2020
77 Tabea Campbell Pauli ‘Myanmar Peace at a Crossroads in 2020°, The Asia Foundation, 30 September 2020. By charging journalists under

counter-terrorism provisions for contact with the group, the Government also raised the fears and costs for ordinary citizens of providing any

support to the AA.
% The formal headquarters of both the KIA and the main training camps of the AA are in the Myanmar-China border town of Laiza.
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2 See Mathieson, Arakan Army in Myanmar, op cit. In several media interviews, the AA leaders have indicated that the Muslims of Rakhine

State are not targeted by their forces, and that armed struggle is directed at the Myanmar military and the central state.
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State proved the other side’s cunning. George Sibley, "How the Erasion of Savereignty Elsewhere Impacts Myanmar at Home', U.S. Embassy in
Burma, 18 July 2020. 'Spokesperson of the Chinese Embassy in Myanmar Refutes the False Argument by the Chargé d'Affaires of the U.S.

Embassy in Myanmar’, Chinese Embassy, Yangon, Myanmar, 18 July 2020.

30 In July 2020, the US and China embassies exchanged public letters about how Chinese actions in Kachin and US interference in Rakhine
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% See the details of these efforts provided in an interview with Japan's ambassador to Myanmar, Ichiro Maruyama, in Nan Lwin, ‘No Change in

Our Commitment to Support Myanmar's Economic Development: Japanese Ambassador’ in Irrawaddy, 21 November 2020.

31 ULA/AA Statement (41/2020) 12 November 2020. Min Tun, 'Arakan Army urges by-elections before end of year in cancelled constituencies’,
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33 'Rakhine State: The weekly report November 16-20', Arakan Humanitarian Coordination Team
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