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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Asia Foundation’s Afghanistan Flash Surveys on Perceptions of Peace, Covid-19, and the Economy: 
Wave 2 Findings – the second of three waves – gathered the views of over 4,200 Afghans aged 18+ by 
telephonic interview using random digit dialing. Afghans were surveyed on a number of crucial and 
nationally important areas including the economy, Covid-19, peace, security, and women’s rights. 

The Survey was conducted using a mobile-only TAPI (Tablet-Assisted Phone Interviewing) – based 
survey of the mobile phone-using public of Afghanistan. The Survey was fielded using Research Control 
Solutions (RCS) software. Fieldwork was conducted from November  18, 2020 to December 10, 2020, 
by 90 native Dari and Pashto speaking interviewers, gender matched with respondents. The final sample 
was 72% male and 28% female, and comprised 58% urban and 42% rural respondents. Survey weights 
were used for representativeness of the sample. Considering the Survey design, the estimated design 
effect was 2.03. The margin of error with 95% confidence at p=.5 is ±1.49%. The complex margin of 
error with design effect with 95% confidence at p=.5 is ±2.1%. 

Of the overall 4,238 respondents, 1,970 are respondents who also participated in Wave 1. An analysis of 
the 1,970 panel respondents, comparing their perceptions between Wave 1 and Wave 2 is also provided. 

On peace talks, all participants were asked whether peace is achievable in the next two years and whether 
they felt they would be represented at peace talks.  Perceptions regarding possible compromises to 
achieve peace, and their willingness to accept conditions related to a Taliban amnesty, the ceding of 
provinces, and women’s rights issues were also garnered. 

On security, participants' perceptions on whether the Afghan National Police, Afghan National Army, and 
Afghan Local Police would be able to provide adequate security without foreign financial and technical 
assistance is measured. Participants were also asked about violence and types of violence that had impacted 
them or their family. 

Regarding women’s rights, perceptions were sought regarding where respondents feel it is acceptable for 
women to work and whether women should have access to leadership roles. 

Participants' perceptions on their economic situation over the past 12 months with regards to their household 
situation, employment opportunities, the affordability and availability of quality products, access to services, 
and the cost of medication and health-care service is also shared.  Participants were further asked about the 
levels of access to aid, including financial and employment, being provided to their households during the 
past 12 months. Afghan perceptions on levels of corruption in the country were also sought. 

To address concerns around the unfolding Covid-19 pandemic, Afghans were asked a range of questions 
regarding their levels of worry, which protective measures they had utilized, from where they obtained 
Covid-19 information, the government response, and whether they or someone in their household had 
displayed symptoms and whether there had been a confirmed diagnosis in the household. 
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PEACE
During Wave 1 (W1) over half of those interviewed (54.1%) believed that peace was achievable within 
the next two years. Indeed, only 43.6% of those interviewed during Wave 2 (W2) now believe that peace 
is achievable within the next two years. When asked why they think peace is not achievable in the next 
two years, interference of foreign countries (31.7%) is the most cited answer.

Over half of respondents (54.0%) report they do not feel represented in the ongoing peace talks, an 
increase of almost four percentage points when compared with W1 (50.1%).

In regard to priorities that are important to be protected in a peace agreement, the most cited answers 
were women’s rights (86.7%), a strong central government (84.7%), and equality among different groups 
of people (regardless of ethnicity) (83.5%).  Protection of the current constitution as very important 
was noted by 80.3% of respondents.  A three percent increase in respondents answering that it is very 
important to protect a democratic system (66.5%) is noted when compared with W1 (63.0%).  An 
increase is observed amongst those who say that the protection of freedom of speech (82.7%) is very 
important when compared with W1 (79.3%).  A similar finding is also noted among those who say 
that protection of freedom of the press in very important (82.5%), when compared with W1 (79.3%).

The percentage of respondents who said they were very willing to see a blanket amnesty provided to 
the Taliban as part of any peace agreement (33.1%) has decreased when compared with W1 (39.3%).  

A similar theme is observed with regards to a blanket amnesty for Taliban leaders, with just over a 
quarter (26.1%) saying they were very willing to accept this, a noticeable drop from the third who gave 
the same answer during W1 (33.3%).  

With regards to a Taliban role in government, just under a quarter (24.3%) say they are very willing to 
accept this as part of a peace agreement, an almost seven percentage point decrease when compared with 
W1 (31.0%). 

SECURITY
The percentage of respondents who strongly agree the Afghan National Army (ANA) can still provide 
adequate security without foreign technical assistance is 53.3%.  

Utilizing the same question but for the Afghan National Police (ANP), 44.5% of respondents strongly agree.  

When considering whether the ANA will be able to provide adequate security without foreign financial 
assistance, over half of respondents say they either strongly agree (31.7%) or somewhat agree (19.4%).  

Regarding perceptions of the ANP, just under half (47.2%) say they strongly agree the ANP are honest and fair. 

Over half of respondents (55.0%) strongly agree that the ANP helps improve security.  

Over three quarters of respondents either strongly agree (50.3%) or somewhat agree (27.2%) that the 
ANP is efficient at arresting criminals.  
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A larger number of Afghans strongly agree they would contact the ANP if they needed assistance 
(67.4%). 

Just over a third of respondents (36.5%) strongly agree that the Afghan Local Police will be able to 
provide adequate security without foreign technical assistance.  

When asked whether they or anyone in their family had suffered from violence or of some criminal act 
in the past year, less than one fifth (15.5%) replied yes.  Of those who reported that they or someone 
in their family has suffered from violence or some criminal act in the past year, "don’t know" (28.7%) 
remains the most cited type of crime experienced. The next most frequent answer is murder (22.4%). 
When asked whether the crimes or violent acts were reported to anybody outside of their family, almost 
two thirds (58.7%) said yes.  

WOMEN’S RIGHTS

During Wave 2 (W2), respondents were again asked a number of questions regarding which places 
they agree or disagree that it is acceptable for women to work, the most cited answer nationally, where 
respondents strongly agree that it is acceptable for women to work, was female-only schools (93.2%).  
The second most quoted answer was hospital or clinics (93.1%). Just over half of respondents (51.1%) 
strongly agree that it is acceptable for women to work at an NGO. 

Support for women in leadership positions remains high and responses in W2 are strikingly similar to 
those recorded during W1.  When asked whether they agree or disagree that it is acceptable for women 
to have access to the following leadership roles: running for president, minister or cabinet member, 
CEO of a large company, governor of a province, or member of a Community Development Council, in 
all cases again, a majority responded in agreement.  Support is highest for the CEO of a large company 
position (70.6%) and member of a Community Development Council (70.5%) and remains lowest for 
running for president (57.4%).  

During W2, a fifth of respondents (20.5%) indicated that they believe women will be represented very 
well in peace talks.  

A majority (86.7%) said it was very important that women’s rights be protected as part of any peace 
agreement. 

ECONOMY

The percentage of Afghans who report the financial situation of their household has gotten worse in the 
past 12 months has decreased marginally between W1 and W2 (70.9% and 70.2%).

Almost three quarters of respondents (74.1%) stated employment opportunities had worsened in the 
past 12 months.  



12   FLASH SURVEY, 2020

When asked about the availability of basic products in the market, such as wheat, rice, and oil–67.3% 
of respondents report availability had worsened in the previous 12 months.  

Respondents were also asked how the affordability of quality products had been impacted in the previous 
12 months, to which 78.6% of Afghans reported this had gotten worse. 

A large proportion of respondents said the cost of medication for their households had gotten worse in 
the past 12 months (79.6%). 

Surprisingly, the situation in regard to physical access to health-care services shows some signs of 
improvement. During W1, 16.2% of respondents reported that access to health-care services had gotten 
better in the past 12 months. During W2, this increased to 18.2%.  

Over half of respondents (55.4%) report that access to electricity had gotten worse in the past 12 months, 
representing a 12 percentage point increase among those who responded to the same question in W1.

During W1, 63.0% of respondents stated that access to schools had gotten worse over the past 12 
months. For W2, this figure decreased almost six percentage points to 57.6%.

With regard to food, 29.7% reported awareness of food being provided in their local area to aid 
households.

When asked about the provision of health-care services in their local area, a significant majority (85.8%) 
report they were not aware of this service being provided. Only 14.2% of respondents said they were 
aware of health care services provided in their local area. 

The percentage of respondents who report awareness of financial support being provided is low with 
only 14.4% saying they were aware of this service.

Less than a fifth of respondents (18.7%) say they are aware of medical equipment, for example gloves, 
facemasks, sanitizer, being provided during this time; this is an increase however, on findings from W1 
(15.2%).  

Corruption continues to be an issue across the country, 85.4% of those surveyed cited corruption as a 
major problem in daily life. Only 6.3% said corruption was not a problem.  

COVID-19
Fielded during the threat of a second wave of the global pandemic, almost two thirds of participants 
expressed that they were either very worried (45.8%) or worried (19.2%) regarding going to work.

When respondents were asked about engaging in community activities, only 14.9% reported they are 
not worried at all, a significant drop on the 22.0% who responded to the same question in W1.  

When asked about their level of worry when attending funerals and religious functions, less than a fifth 
(15.7%) say they are not worried at all.  
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Over half of respondents (50.6%) report being very worried about attending school.  

Just half (50.0%) of respondents report being very worried over visiting a health-care facility. Less than 
a third report being not worried at all (14.2%) or somewhat worried (17.8%).

Of all the precautionary measures available to protect from Covid-19, frequent handwashing (95.4%) 
remains the most cited answer, and there is a minor increase on the percentage utilizing this when 
compared with W1 (93.8%).

A majority of respondents, 84.6%, report they received adequate news and information on Covid-19 
and the actions they needed to take to respond to it.  

Over three fifths of respondents said that to a great extent (30.6%) or a moderate extent (29.9%) that 
government provided timely information about Covid-19.

Over three fifths of respondents reported that to either a great extent (31.3%) or moderate extent 
(30.2%) they were provided accurate information about Covid-19 by the government.

Family and friends (86.3%) continues to be the most given answer when asked which source(s) of news 
and information they used to stay informed about Covid-19. 

Afghans were asked a suite of questions regarding whether they or someone in their household had 
experienced symptoms of Covid-19 since December 2019. The most cited answer was fever, with 
over half of respondents (54.0%) saying that they or someone in their household had experienced this 
symptom. Shortness of breath was the least cited answer (32.2%).  

Less than a quarter of respondents (22.7%) reported that someone in their household had received a 
confirmed diagnosis of Covid-19.  

When asked whether they would associate with someone in their community whom they knew 
previously had Covid-19 but is now healthy, a split emerges: 49.0% of respondents say they would 
associate, while 50.5% say they would not.  

More than half of Afghans appear increasingly concerned about the lasting impact of the Covid-19 
outbreak on their personal health, with 56.3% reporting they are very concerned.  

Slightly more than three fifths (60.2%) report they are very concerned about the lasting impact of 
Covid-19 on their lifestyle (i.e. daily routine and ability to work and socialize with others). This is an 
almost seven percentage point increase when compared with W1 (53.6%).  
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METHODS 

The Asia Foundation’s Afghanistan Flash Surveys on Perceptions of Peace, Covid-19, and the Economy: Wave 
2 Findings is a mobile-only Tablet-Assisted Phone Interviewing (TAPI) – based survey of the mobile 
phone-using public of Afghanistan. The Survey was fielded using Research Control Solutions (RCS) 
software. 

This Survey targets a representative sample of mobile-using Afghans (age 18+) totaling 4,238n. The sample 
was generated via random digit dialing (RDD), so any existing mobile phone number in Afghanistan 
had a theoretical probability of selection. Among the 4,238 interviews, 1,970 panel respondents were 
contacted from Wave 1 (W1). 

Fieldwork was conducted starting on November 18, 2020 and ending on December 10, 2020, by 90 
native Dari and Pashto speaking interviewers, gender matched with respondents. The acheived sample 
was 72% male and 28% female, and comprised 62% urban and 38% rural respondents. Weights were 
added rendering the final sample, 51% male and 49% female, 26% urban and 74% rural. 

The sampling methodology, questionnaire design, field team, and overall field experience are summarized 
in this section, however a more detailed methodology is available in Appendix 1.

1. The Survey included a random sample of 2,268 with access to mobile phones and 1,970   
 participants from W1. 

2.  The random sample was drawn using a list-assisted RDD methodology. Mobile telephones 
were not stratified. The sample frame has been developed based on source data provided by teh 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU).

3.  Calls were made using SIM-card enabled devices, with AWCC, Afghan telecoms Salaam, 
Etisalat, MTN and Roshan as the network operators. 

4.  The questionnaire included questions about the Covid-19 pandemic, opinion of the security 
forces, the peace process, crime and violence, and the role of women in society.  In addition, 
the Survey captured demographic information, such as age, gender, education level, ethnicity, 
and work status, among others. 

5.  Fieldwork was completed by 90 native Dari and Pashto speaking interviewers, between 
November 18, 2020 and December 10, 2020. 

6.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, interviewers worked from home on cellular phones and SIM-
enabled tablets issued by ACSOR. The supervisor assigned Case IDs and phone numbers to 
interviewers.

7.  All cases that were recorded were processed through D3’s audio analysis program, sAIren, 
which checks audio files for long intervals of silence or the absence of human voices, which 
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suggest data falsification or poor quality interviewing. The sAIren results and the ability to 
immediately pull interview lengths from the online data allowed ACSOR to focus its field-
level quality control on cases which were more likely to be problematic due to short interview 
length or a high percentage of silence. In addition, a third-party monitor, Sayara Research, also 
listened to randomly selected audio recordings or conducted phone back-checks in cases where 
audio was not available. 

9.  In addition to sAIren analysis, field-level quality control consisted of audio monitoring 
(listening to recordings) and phone back-checks. The Asia Foundation contracted with Sayara 
Research to conduct third-party validation, which consisted of listening to audio files to 
confirm the quality of ACSOR’s work. 

10.  Quality control tests were conducted following the completion of fieldwork to monitor 
interviewer performance. During the data cleaning phase, the Valkyrie program was used to 
search for patterns or anomalies in the data that may indicate an interview was not properly 
conducted by an interviewer. 

11.  Additional logic checks after the initial data delivery were conducted.

12.  The data was weighted to gender, urban/rural status, and regional population estimates 
published by the National Statistics and Information Authority (NSIA). 

13.  Considering the Survey design, the estimated design effect was 2.03. The margin of error with 
95% confidence at p=.5 is ±1.49%. The complex margin of error with design effect with 95% 
confidence at p=.5 is ± 2.1%.
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when compared with W1 (15.0%).  The percentage of respondents who say that the government and 
Taliban are too far apart (18.7%) has also risen when compared against W1 (16.2%).

REASONS WHY PEACE IS NOT ACHIEVABLE IN THE NEXT TWO YEARS
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Fig. 2: Q-23. (Ask if no in Q-22) Why do you think peace is not achievable in the next two years?

Afghan men (40.8%) are most likely to report the interference of foreign countries, while women are 
most likely to report violence and fighting are continuing (31.1%). 

Those in the South West (42.8%) are most likely to cite interference of foreign countries, while those 
in the North West (22.3%) are significantly less likely.  Interestingly, only 7.7% of respondents in the 
South West cite continued violence and fighting as a reason why peace is not achievable in the next two 
years. 

Concerns around inclusivity during peace talks have been noted among many observers and this is 
again reflected in data.  As with W1, respondents were asked if they feel people like them are sufficiently 
represented in efforts to negotiate peace with the Taliban.  Over half of respondents (54.0%) report they 
do not feel represented, an increase of almost four percentage points when compared with W1 (50.1%).
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When asked how well-represented certain groups of people will be in efforts to negotiate peace with 
the Taliban, respondents were offered the choice of very well, somewhat well, somewhat poorly, or 
very poorly.  Here, social indicators continue to play a big part in people’s perceptions.  Over half of 
respondents (56.8%) say they believe that poor people will be very poorly represented, while less than 10 
percent (9.2%) say poor people will be represented very well.  A similar theme is noted for uneducated 
or illiterate people, with half of respondents (50.1%) stating that uneducated or illiterate people will be 
represented very poorly, while again, less than 10 percent (9.7%) believe they will be represented very 
well. 

Contrasting perceptions are also noted when considering rural and urban dwellers.  At the national 
level, only 11.4% of respondents believe that people living in villages or rural areas will be very well 
represented in peace talks.  This represents a four percentage point decrease when compared with W1 
(15.4%).  Over half of females (54.6%) say that those living in villages or rural areas will be represented 
very poorly, while less than half of males (45.0%) report the same. 

A quarter of respondents (24.7%) believe that people living in cities will be very well represented in 
peace talks.  This is, however, a decrease when compared with W1 (31.3%).  Males (27.3%) are more 
likely than females (21.9%) to report that urbanites will be very well represented in peace talks. 

During W2, respondents were asked how important they felt it is to protect a number of areas, including 
the current constitution, a democratic system, a strong central government, freedom of the press and 
women’s rights, as part of a peace agreement.

In regard to areas in which respondents felt it ‘very important’ that they be protected as part of a peace 
agreement, the most cited answers in W2 were: women’s rights (86.7%), a strong central government 
(84.7%), and equality among different groups of people (regardless of ethnicity) (83.5%).  Protection of 
the current constitution as very important was noted by 80.3% of respondents.  A three percent increase 
in respondents answering that it is very important to protect a democratic system (66.5%) is noted when 
compared with W1 (63.0%).  An increase of just over three percentage points is also observed among 
those who say that the protection of freedom of speech (82.7%), is very important when compared with 
W1 (79.3%).  A similar finding is also noted among those who say that protection of freedom of the 
press in very important (82.5%), when compared with W1 (79.3%).

Perhaps cognizant of the ongoing withdrawal of United States military forces from Afghanistan, over a 
quarter of respondents (26.4%) say that it is very important to protect the presence of military forces as 
a part of a peace agreement, an increase of four percentage points when compared with W1 (22.3%).  A 
similar finding is noted among respondents who say that it is very important to protect foreign economic 
assistance to Afghanistan (70.7%) as part of a peace agreement, when compared with W1 (66.5%).
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Females (67.0%) are more likely than males (58.7%) to state they would be very unwilling.  Just over a 
quarter of respondents said they would be either very willing (12.1%) or somewhat willing (15.6%) to 
the same question. 

When asked whether they would be prepared to accept a peace deal that resulted in women not being 
allowed to work outside the home, over three quarters of respondents (77.5%) stated they were very 
unwilling to see this.  By some distance, females (87.9%) are more likely to say they are unwilling 
than males (67.7%).  Less than 10 percent of females say they would either by very willing (5.0%) or 
somewhat willing (3.7%) to accept this condition.   

The percentage of respondents who state they would be very unwilling to accept a peace agreement that 
results in women and girls no longer being able to attend school (85.8%) is the same as in W1(85.6%).  
Overall, 10 percent stated they would be very willing (5.8%) or somewhat willing (4.0%) for the same 
question.  

By region, those in the Central/Highlands (95.1%) are most likely to report they are very unwilling, 
while those in the South West (77.8%) are least likely. 

ACCEPTABLE CONDITIONS FOR A PEACE AGREEMENT
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Fig. 6: Q-26. And how willing would you be to accept a peace agreement that included the following 

conditions? Would you be very willing, somewhat willing, somewhat unwilling, or very unwilling to 

accept a peace agreement in which: (a) Blanket amnesty is provided for Taliban fighters. (b) Blanket 

amnesty is provided for Taliban senior leaders. (c) A role in the government is given to the Taliban. (d) 

Control over certain provinces is ceded to the Taliban. (e) Women may no longer work outside the 

home. (f) Women and girls may no longer attend school. (Percent who say very unwilling)
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officers are the ones who wear solid blue-grey colored uniforms. Please tell me if you agree or 

disagree with each statement. Would you say strongly or somewhat? a) ANP is honest and fair 

with the Afghan people. (Percent who say strongly or somewhat agree.)

Over half of respondents (55.0%) strongly agree that the ANP helps improve security.  Less than 10 
percent (9.5%) strongly disagree.  Respondents in the Central/Highlands (65.2%) and East (63.8%) 
are most likely to strongly agree, while less than half of respondents in the West (49.7%) say the same.  
Again, females are most likely to strongly agree (57.1%) and somewhat agree (29.0%), when compared 
against males (53.0% and 28.3% respectively).  

ANP HELPS IMPROVE SECURITY, BY EXPERIENCE OF VIOLENCE
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Fig. 10: Q-36. I’m going to read some statements to you about Afghan National Police (ANP).  ANP 

officers are the ones who wear solid blue-grey colored uniforms. Please tell me if you agree 

or disagree with each statement. Would you say strongly or somewhat? (b) ANP helps improve 

security in Afghanistan (Percent who say somewhat or strongly agree.) Q-37. Have you or has 

anyone in your family suffered from violence or of some criminal act in the past year? (Percent 

who say strongly or somewhat agree.)

Over three quarters of respondents either strongly agree (50.3%) or somewhat agree (27.2%) that the 
ANP is efficient at arresting criminals.  Females are marginally more likely to say they strongly agree in 
this regard (51.0%), when compared against males (49.7%).  Respondents in the Central/Highlands 
(58.1%) and East (55.4%) are again more likely to strongly agree with this statement.

An increase in the number of Afghans who strongly agree that they would contact the ANP if they 
needed assistance (67.4%) is observed, when compared against W1 (64.8%).
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aware of health-care services provided in their local area, a marginal decrease from W1 findings (14.9%). 
Male respondents were more likely than female respondents to cite awareness of such services provision 
(17.3% vs 10.6%). The government was identified as the provider for a significant proportion of the 
health-care service (54.7%), and among those who were aware of the health-care services, more than 
two fifths of respondents had accessed it (42.2%).  Over half (58.9%) of those who accessed this  service 
stated it was sufficient to support their needs.

Only 10.9% of those surveyed reported awareness of education services being provided in the local area 
to support households during this time.  Of those who reported awareness of education services, just 
over half (52.0%) said that they or a member of their household had accessed this facility.  A majority 
of those who accessed this service (73.6%) reported the service was sufficient for their needs.  Again, the 
Afghan government (52.9%) was the most cited by respondents as the provider of this service. 

The percentage of respondents who report awareness of financial support being provided is low with 
only 14.4% of those surveyed saying they were aware of this service.  This is, however, a slight increase 
on the 12.8% in W1.  Those in the West (16.6%) and East (15.9%) are most likely to report awareness 
of this service, while those in the South East (10.1%) are least likely.  While the Afghan government 
is again cited as the primary provider of this service, less than half of respondents (46.7%) gave this 
answer.  Surprisingly, a small proportion of respondents who received aid were unable to identify who 
had provided the aid, citing “don’t know” (16.6%) and 11.4%, cited International NGO.  Of the 26.1% 
who accessed this service, just over half (53.0%) reported it as sufficient for their needs.

Less than a fifth of respondents (18.7%) say they are aware of medical equipment, for example gloves, 
facemasks, sanitizer, being provided during this time, this is an increase however, on findings from W1 
(15.2%).  Awareness of this service is highest amongst those in the South West (30.9%) and East (25.8%), 
while it is lowest in the Central/Kabul and North East with 12.9%. Of those who were aware of the service, 
two thirds (61.6%) reported that they or someone in their household had personally accessed it.  Of those 
who accessed this service, just over half (53.0%) reported it as sufficient for their needs.

Afghanistan continues to rank low in the global corruption perception index and is currently placed at 
173 out of 180 countries.10 Despite pressure from the international community, and government efforts 
to tackle corruption, it appears to remain pervasive throughout Afghanistan. This is reflected in W2 
findings, where 85.4% of those surveyed cited corruption as a major problem in daily life. Only 6.3% 
said corruption was not a problem.

By region, those in the East (91.9%) are most likely to cite corruption as a major problem in their daily 
life, while this figure is lowest amongst respondents in the North East (79.7%).  When the same question 
was asked regarding Afghanistan as a whole, a staggering 95.1% of respondents cited corruption as a 
major problem highlighting the scale of this issue.  Highlighting the scale of the issue, only 1.2% of 
those surveyed say that corruption in Afghanistan is not a problem. 
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Almost two thirds of respondents report being very worried (45.3%) or somewhat worried (18.9%) 
about travelling outside of their local area to visit family, access health-care, purchase goods, etc., in a 
Covid-19 environment. 

Of all the precautionary measures available to protect from Covid-19, frequent handwashing (95.4%) 
remains the most cited answer, and there is a minor increase on the percentage utilizing this when 
compared with W1 (93.8%).  The use of soaps and other detergents for cleaning surfaces (85.7%) is the 
second most cited answer.  The use of facemasks (84.2%) and hand sanitizer (76.3%) are also prominent 
answers.  The use of other protective equipment, for example, gowns and face shields, is lowest by some 
distance with just over a quarter (25.8%) saying they utilize these items to protect themselves. In all 
cases, except the use of other protective equipment, for instance, gowns and face shields, females are 
more likely than males to report utilization of these measures.  

USE OF PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES, BY WAVE
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Fig. 30: Q-2. Which of the following precautionary measures are you using to protect yourself 

from the virus? Have you used… (Percent who say yes.)

Access to accurate public health information remains critical to fighting a pandemic, for guiding public 
response, and for keeping people informed of trends, and public health measures and precautions.  
In a sign of continued good public outreach utilization, 84.6% of Afghans report that they received 
adequate news and information on Covid-19 and the actions they needed to take to respond to it.  
When disaggregated by region, those in the Central/Highlands (91.2%) are most likely to report this, 
while this figure is lowest in the South East (81.7%) and North East (82.0%).
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