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A SHORT OVERVIEW OF THE CONTEXT 
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PRESENCE OF ETHNIC 
ARMED ORGANIZATION(S) 

AA: Arakan Army

ABSDF: All Burma Students’ Democratic Front

ALP: Arakan Liberation Party

CNF: Chin National Front

DKBA: Democratic Karin Benevolent Army

KIO: Kachin Independence Organization

KNPP: Karenni National Progressive Party

KNU: Karen National Union

KNU/KNLA-PC: Karen National Union/
Karen National Liberation Army-Peace Council 

LDU: Lahu Democratic Union

MNDAA: Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

NDAA ESS: National Democratic Alliance Army/Eastern Shan State

NMSP: New Mon State Party

NSCN-K: National Socialist Council of Nagaland-Khaplang

PNLO: Pa-Oh National Liberation Organization

PSLF/TNLA: Palaung State Liberation Front/Ta’ang National Liberation Army

RCSS/SSA: Restoration Council of Shan State/Shan State Army

SSPP/SSA: Shan State Progress Party/Shan State Army

UWSA: Uniterd Wa State Army

WNO: Wa National Organization

Figure 1. ��������������������������������Contested Areas of Myanmar�������
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Figure 2. ������������������������������������������������
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Signatories to the NCA Non-Signatory EAOs
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CRITICAL ASPECTS OF THE PEACE PROCESS
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Challenge 1. The political legacy of 
military authoritarianism
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Challenge 2. Weak accountability and 
shallow democracy
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Challenge 3. Addressing drivers of 
conflict
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Challenge 4. Bringing in all the parties
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REFLECTIONS ON THE NATIONWIDE 
CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT
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Reflection 2. Was the agreement too 
complicated?
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