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Executive Summary

What do Thais think about foreign policy? Understandably, this question assumes that any
response would come directly or indirectly from Thai officials, policymakers, or politicians, and
that such answers can be readily found in an array of documents, public statements, news
articles, etc. But what about “ordinary” Thais affected by regional and global developments
and by their leaders’ efforts to anticipate, manage, and react to them?

From July to November 2023, The Asia Foundation conducted a national survey in Thailand
on key issues of foreign policy and regional cooperation. The survey included face-to-face
interviews with 1,650 adult Thai citizens living in urban districts in every region of the country.
The survey also included a high percentage of respondents who are knowledgeable on
international issues, which allowed for more advanced questions.

The urban Thai population is almost evenly split on the direction in which their country is
heading: half believes Thailand is heading in the wrong direction, compared to 46 percent
who think it is heading in the right direction. At the same time, four out of five respondents
believe that Southeast Asia is heading in a positive direction, with an overwhelming 97 percent
believing that ASEAN membership is beneficial for Thailand. Roughly half would like to see
Thailand take a greater leadership role in the region.

Thailand is increasingly affected by growing geopolitical competition. Thai people generally
see the United States and China as having a similar — and largely positive — impact on peace
and security in Asia. More than three quarters of respondents think that the U.S. (77 percent)
and China (76 percent) do more good than harm for peace and security in the larger region.
The percentages are even higher concerning their positive role in creating and maintaining
economic prosperity.

When asked to compare the level of influence of key external powers, however, a clear majority
of respondents (66 percent) sees China as the most influential country in Asia today, followed
— at a dramatic distance — by the U.S. (22 percent), Japan, and South Korea. Thais believe
that China (92 percent) and the United States (83 percent) will be the two most important
countries for Thailand’s future, but they also anticipate a widening gap between them over the
next ten years: 72 percent think that China will be the most influential compared to only 15
percent who think the U.S. The only other country seen to be (modestly) growing in influence
in Thailand is Japan.

Respondents were also asked whether they see relations with key foreign countries as
mutually beneficial or largely benefiting one country at the expense of the other. Relations
with the U.S. (79 percent), China (77 percent), and Australia (75 percent) are all seen as either
mutually beneficial or mostly beneficial to Thailand.

How Thailand benefits from these relationships yielded unexpected responses, however,
especially concerning military/security assurances and models of effective governance, two
areas likely seen by the U.S. as reasons for foreign countries to deepen their engagement
with the U.S. Only 16 percent of respondents rank military and security assurances in their top
three areas where Thailand benefits from its U.S. relations, and only 12 percent (the lowest
of all options) do so regarding models of governance. Most Thais see the main benefits of
relations with the U.S. coming from economic links, tourism, and education.



Most Thais support Thailand's official policy of maintaining positive relations with both the
U.S. and China and avoiding alignment with either. Only 19 percent think that Thailand should
choose to align with either great power. One-third of respondents think that Thailand should
strengthen relations with other countries in response to U.S.-China competition. If there is
armed conflict between the U.S. and China in the future, Thai people overwhelmingly (86
percent) prefer neutrality.

Respondents view three countries more as taking advantage of Thailand than as benign or
friendly: 48 versus 25 percent in the case of Cambodia, 45 versus 24 percent in the case of
Myanmar, and (more narrowly) 27 versus 23 percent in the case of Russia. Thais believe that
Russia’'s invasion of Ukraine was unjustified by a ratio of nearly four to one. The countries with
the highest net positive gap are Laos (64), Japan (56), Malaysia (43), Australia (42), and the
United Kingdom (37).

The survey included a series of questions to gauge perceptions on foreign efforts to support
democracy in Thailand. A slight majority of respondents are unsatisfied with Thai democracy;
a significant majority sees it as “somewhat democratic” or “a little democratic” At the same
time, Thai people overwhelmingly see democracy as the best form of governance, with 90
percent of young people believing democracy is “always the best way’

In contrast to prevailing assumptions, a clear majority (66 percent) of respondents indicate
that Western countries could do more to promote democracy in Thailand. Few think external
influences are negative for Thai democracy, while a plurality believes that external influences
can help Thai democracy.

Finally, respondents were asked to identify their highest priorities for Thai foreign policy under
the new Pheu Thai-led government. Unsurprisingly, economic growth and national security
are the highest priorities by a wide margin. An overwhelming majority of Thai people thinks
climate change is important or extremely important, ranking it just below the air/haze situation
as the fourth highest priority for the new Thai government.

Three areas often seen by foreign experts as crucial for Thailand — the U.S.-China rivalry, the
Myanmar crisis, and the Mekong River — are rated as very low priorities by Thais. Remarkably,
the Myanmar crisis is a top priority for only 2 percent of respondents, and only 9 percent
believe Thailand should prioritize helping Myanmar citizens fleeing civil war.

However, only a tiny minority of respondents believe Thailand should not assist neighboring
countries. For Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos, Thais believe that the best strategy would be
to deepen economic links; 20 percent of respondents would like to see the government aid
migrants from these countries.



Introduction

Thailand’s role in Southeast Asia, and its
foreign policy more broadly, is entering a new
phase.

Thailand’s gradual return to democracy, despite
some setbacks, is likely to influence foreign
policy in new ways in the coming years. The
May 14, 2023, national election was highly
competitive, and some international issues
were included in the campaigns. The Move
Forward Party, which won the largest share of
votes and seats in the lower house, included
a political platform calling for important new
directions in foreign policy. The Pheu Thai-led
coalition that eventually formed a government
in August 2023 brought an entirely new group
of foreign policy leaders, with a strong focus
on reviving Thailand's economic relations.

During the period of military rule after the
2014 coup d'etat, Thailand was largely inward-
looking, but with the new administration
Thailand will seek to play a more visible
role in geopolitics. In early 2024, Thailand
attracted renewed international attention with
a series of significant developments. The
Thai Government has sought to play a more
active role in the Myanmar crisis and launched
an ASEAN-endorsed program to provide
humanitarian assistance in the conflict-
affected broader regions in April. In early
February, U.S. and Chinese leaders met in
Bangkok, providing an opportunity for the new
Thai Prime Minister Srettha Thavisin to hold
bilateral meetings with U.S. National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan, followed by Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi. During his first
six months in office, Prime Minister Srettha
met the prime ministers of Japan, Canada,
Australia, as well as U.S. President Joe Biden,
and Chinese President Xi Jinping.

At this likely turning point, it is particularly
important to understand how the Thai people
would like to see Thailand’s role in the region
evolve, and how they perceive geopolitical
dynamics. In a country where foreign policy
is dominated by technocratic and business
elites, there is limited understanding of the
public’s views. Yet, as Thailand moves towards
an increasingly competitive democratic
future, and as Thailand is inevitably drawn
into major regional challenges and future
crises, the importance of public perceptions
and preferences will grow. As Thailand faces
difficult foreign policy choices in the future,
political leaders will need to pay attention
to Thai public views on key issues such as
ASEAN, the Myanmar crisis, the Mekong
subregion,, climate, migration, and economic
competitiveness.

Changes in Thailand’s foreign policy and
regional leadership will be highly consequential
for mainland Southeast Asia, ASEAN, and
geopolitics more broadly. As the second
largest economy in ASEAN and economic and
geographic center of the Mekong subregion,
Thailand  routinely influences  security,
migration, energy, and economic integration
of neighboring countries. While Thailand
is formally a U.S. ally, its foreign policy
positions and stated strategic interests are
not always aligned with U.S. positions. China
has been deepening relations with Thailand
for decades, yet has also been frustrated by
Thailand's refusal to align on key interests
such as the Mekong River. Thailand’s position
on Myanmar has been controversial in other
parts of ASEAN and outside the region.
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Thai public views on these critical regional
and domestic issues are largely unknown.
While Thailand has a robust polling industry,
the vast majority of surveys conducted focus
on domestic politics, local challenges, and
consumer preferences. While Thailand is one
of the few countries in mainland Southeast
Asia that permits regular public polling, there
have been very few efforts to utilize surveys to
understand foreign policy public perceptions.
Given the strategic importance of this region,
and the high level of competition by external
powers to gain influence in the region, this
type of public perception survey will also help
to understand how geopolitics are interpreted
by the wider population.

Furthermore, western diplomats and officials
often hold misplaced assumptions about
Thai public perceptions. For example, many
western visitors have been surprised by the
lack of concern about Chinese influence, or
the mixed sentiments concerning Russia
after its invasion of Ukraine. Public polling can
provide a window into the sentiments of the
Thai people to improve understanding and
identify areas of common interest.

From July to November 2023, the Foundation
conducted a national survey on key foreign
policy and regional cooperation issues. The
Foundation designed the survey instrument
and conducted focus group discussions to
refine the questions. The questions focused
on the following issues: Thailand’s role in
the region; US-China competition; Thailand’s
relations with key external powers; ASEAN;

Myanmar crisis; climate change; Russia-
Ukraine conflict; level of trust in various
external powers; migrant workers and

immigration; democracy and human rights
promotion; economic competitiveness; and
Thai assistance to neighboring countries. The
survey also asked respondents to rank foreign
policy priorities for the new government
and express their preferences for key policy
questions. The survey enumeration was
conducted by MI Advisory, a leading Thai
company specializing in public perception
surveys, including pilot testing of the
questionnaire, enumeration, tabulations,
quality control, and verification of the data.

Funding for this project was provided through
The Asia Foundation’s Innovation Fund,
drawing on appropriated funds from the
United States Congress.
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Method

The Asia Foundation supported face-to-face
interviews of 1,650 Thai citizens over 18 years
old from every region of Thailand.

The survey was designed to gauge perceptions
of those segments of the Thai population that
regularly track international issues and foreign
policy. In several recent surveys in Southeast
Asia that included a fully randomized national
sample (including rural areas), the majority
of respondents admitted to rarely following
international news and low levels of awareness
of international issues, which undermined the
credibility of the survey results. This survey
utilized a sampling method that included two
elements to improve the percentages of Thai
citizens who are well informed on international
issues.

First, the survey focused on the urban
population, or those who live in “Thesaban
Nakhon” (nFfulauns), which are districts of
over 50,000 people. The decision to focus
on the urban population was based on the
assumption that urban residents would be
better informed on international issues,
have greater access to information about
international issues, and more regularly
follow developments related to foreign
policy. Thailand’s population in urban areas is
8,576,544, and includes 30 Thesaban Nakhon
districts, along with the special municipalities
of Bangkok and Pattaya.

Second, the survey included a booster
sample of people who were considered to
be well-informed on international issues.

For this sample, instead of randomization,

respondents were selected based on
the required characteristics (i.e., level of
knowledge of international issues). The

survey team designated eligible respondents
for the booster sample as Thai adults who had
lived or worked in the sampling area longer
than 90 days and those aware of international
relations issues.

The survey team used a two-stage sampling
method. The first stage was a randomized
selection of 1,200 respondents from urban
regions of Thailand. This sample is referred to
as the “general public” because it is a fully
randomized sample of the general population
in urban areas. Interviews of this sample were
conducted from August to September 2023.
The population sample was drawn from every
region and demographic group in Thailand,
with appropriate weighting to reflect current
population figures. The survey has a margin of
error of 3 percent and is representative of the
Thai urban population with a confidence level
of over 95 percent. The second stage included
the booster sample of 450 respondents and
was conducted from September to November.

The survey used a filtering method to
determine who was considered informed on
international issues (or “IR-informed”). The
survey questionnaire included five questions
to gauge the level of knowledge of the
respondent. If the respondent answered three
questions correctly, they were considered
"IR-informed.” The five questions are below:
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Table 1: Filtering questions to determine “IR-informed” respondents

Percentage of
randomized
Question Options population who
answered
correctly
Which country is at war with Ukraine? (Us:infio:ls Poland, Russia, Turkey 85%
Arhavasunuginsuagluvou:d)
Which country was the chair of ASEAN in 2019? Thailand, South Korea, 38%
Ws:inAlaArfkiAIDUUS:s U Buu (ASEAN) Tut China
2019 KSO W.A. 2562)
Which country in ASEAN experienced a coup Vietnam, Philippines, 80%
d'état (military takeover) in the last 3 years? Myanmar
[fus:o: 3 UAWULN UssinAlaluoi@au (ASEAN) Al
nsnassus:k1s (lagnkis/novAwihdasunonis
UnnAsov)]
From which country did the most tourists come Sweden, China, Russia 87%
to Thailand before COVID? [Unriov IRgaNUs:INeA
TaRiGunorRNUARavIAgaluls:nAlneuINAgalugL
Aoumanisiwss:unaladn (COVID - 19)]
Which of the following is NOT an example of soft Starbucks, Cobra Gold 26%
power? [Joladaludnlusailucdnogvvovmsasiv exercises, K-pop
NS:IdyoWriw12I09s (Soft power)]

From the fully randomized sample, 73 percent “IR-informed” for the purposes of this survey.
of Thai urban citizens answered at least three The table below illustrates some of the
questions correctly and were identified as characteristics of the IR-informed population.

Figure 1: Percentage of IR-informed respondents from general public

IR-informed

Non-IR-
informed
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Table 2: Income and education levels of respondents

IR-informed

Education

No formal education
Primary school and below
Junior high school

Senior high school
Diploma/vocational

Bachelor's degree and higher

Monthly household income

15,000 Baht or less
15,001-30,000 Baht
30,001-50,000 Baht
50,001 Baht and more

It will also be important to improve This survey
was designed for a more informed population,
which enabled more advanced and specific
qguestions. However, in general, the survey
found very few significant differences
between the IR-informed and non-IR-informed

Total IR-informed (Random + Booster)

TOTAL

IR-informed Random Booster

1,330 880 450
0% 1% 0%
7% 9% 2%
7% 10% 1%
15% 20% 5%
17% 22% 9%
53% 38% 83%
10% 14% 2%
25% 33% 9%
21% 28% 9%
44% 25% 81%

respondents. This reportincludes comparisons
of the total randomized population and the
IR-informed population for multiple survey
questions, illustrating that there is very little
difference in views between those who are
informed and the general public.
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Findings -
General Impressions

Thailand’s trajectory

The urban Thai population is almost evenly
split on the direction that the country is
heading. As seen in Figure 2, half (50 percent)
of the general public believes that the country
is heading in the wrong direction, compared
to 46 percent of those who think it is heading
in the right direction. The IR-informed group
of respondents have a similarly even split.
However, younger people are more likely to
think that the country is heading in the wrong

direction. For those people aged 40 vyears
and younger, 56 percent think the country
is getting worse. For those between 18 and
29 years old, 67 percent think the country
is heading in a negative direction. Older
people (41 and over) are more likely to think
the opposite, as the majority (53 percent)
thinks the country is heading in a positive
direction, while 42 percent think it is heading
in a negative direction. For those people 60
and older, only 35 percent think the country is
heading in the wrong direction.

Figure 2: Thailand heading in the right (or wrong) direction

General
Public
Right direction
d 44
[l Wrong direction
Decline to answer
B Don’'t know
I

IR-informed Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
42
47 53
1 F— —
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Q.1

Generally speaking, do you think things in Thailand today are going in the
right direction, or do you think they are going in the wrong direction?
IDowstunnANvlagssundIAtuAaI1EddvYluls:inAlnenniudmavlulufAnion

gndavrSontuAamavlulunviig

Southeast Asia’s trajectory

While Thai people are mixed on the trajectory
that Thailand is heading, they are largely in
agreement on the trajectory of Southeast
Asia. There is an overwhelming sense that
the region is rising, with 80 percent of IR-
informed respondents indicating that they see

a clear positive direction, and 74 percent of
the general public agreeing. Given that four
out of five respondents believe that Southeast
Asia is heading in a positive direction, with
no significant variation between groups, it is
clear that most Thai people think they live in a
dynamic and rising region.

Figure 3: Southeast Asia heading in the right direction

IR-informed

Right direction

Il Wrong direction
80

Decline to answer

I Don’t know

Q.4

Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
81 79

Generally speaking, do you think things in Southeast Asia today are going in
the right direction, or do you think they are going in the wrong direction?
IJow1stunlagsoulad AruAas flunniudipiBaasusanidevidmaowaullufaniv

AgndovkSonAnARQ

Sense of unity among Thai people

Despite a recent history of political divisions,
there is a strong sense of unity among Thai
people. Figure 4 indicates that three-quarters
of IR-informed people (75 percent), and 72

percent of the public agree that there are
shared values that unite all Thais, despite
some differences. Most young people agree
(71 percent), though they feel slightly less
connection compared to older people (78
percent).
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Figure 4: Unity (or division) of Thai people

General
Public
23
Strongly agree
Agree somewhat
49
Disagree somewhat
[l Strongly disagree
21
Bottom 2 boxes : 27

Q.5

IR-informed Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
25 = 29
50
50 49
19 22 16
| 6|
26 28 23

Despite our differences, as Thais, we have many values that unite us. To what

extent do you agree or disagree?

“Bonzusiaulngs:innunandivnu ndisiiaonuibuduktdvauidednu” AruIRuddy

KgallIRudounudonudlus:aula

Trust in news sources

The Thai public receives news and information
on international issues from many sources,
including television, online sources, and social
media. Figure 5 shows that respondents
have widely varying levels of trust based on
the source and platform they are using. The
general public has considerably higher trust
in news and information from television
(74 percent) and newspapers (62 percent).
When receiving news from online sources,
the Thai public differentiates between official
sources (i.e., government or well-established
companies and organizations) and unofficial

sources (unknown, personal, or unclear
status). 60 percent of the public and 63
percent of IR-informed respondents trust (or
somewhat trust) news from official sources,
while only 22 percent (general public and
IR-informed) believe news from unofficial
sources. News received over chat via social
media applications is the lowest, as only 21
percent of the public, and 19 percent of IR-
informed, have confidence in these sources.
These findings indicate that Thai people
regularly scrutinize the source of news and
make judgements on its validity based on the
source.
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Figure 5:Trust (or distrust) selected news sources

General Public

Television

Newspaper
(including online
newspaper)

News on the internet
(official websites or
social media channels)

News on social media
(not official news
websites or social media)

57

News received
on chat apps
(Line, whatsapp etc)

47

W Trust

[ Trust somewhat

IR-informed

Distrust somewhat W Distrust

Q.14

How much trust do you have in each of the following to sources of news?
AuBaluna:l3lounansdoyanldsumndonidunkavdayacdivg dalutiuin dosiAlku

Tagv:wonuAa:dodvdalld

Openness to trade

The Thai public is moderately pro-trade.
Respondents were presented with the trade-
offs that come from trade liberalization - more
open trade policy will produce winners and
losers, and the losers are often Thai small

businesses, farmers, and workers. Figure
6 shows that 59 percent of IR-informed
respondents support a more open trade
policy, despite potential consequences. The
general public is slightly more skeptical, with
55 percent supporting a more open trade

policy.
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Figure 6:Views on trade liberalization

General
Public
20
Agree
Somewhat agree
35
Somewhat disagree
[ Disagree 23
Il Don’t know
Top 2 boxes : 55
Bottom 2 boxes : 44

IR-informed Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)

21 el 22

37
38 40
21 25 18
n
59 58 62
40 42 39

Q.26

To what extent do you agree-disagree with the following statement? - Thai-
land should do more trade with other countries even if the rise of the trade
might harm our farmers, workers, and small businesses.
Us:InATNgASELIaSUNSANAUUSINACYUINTIU 1T31NsdvIasuiv:domans:nudo
invasnsing isvviulnga:us:nounisssivuuNagal(SME) AtuIRUAdEKSalUIRUGY

AudonuTlus:aula

Openness to migrant workers

Migrant workers play a crucial role in Thailand'’s
economy, yet there is widespread concern
among the Thai population about migrant
workers. As shown in Figure 7 a strong
majority (79 percent) of the urban Thai public
prefers to see fewer foreign workers coming to

Thailand, while only slightly fewer IR-informed
respondents (75 percent) agree. This position
is generally consistent among younger and
older populations (within the margin of error).
Furthermore, women (75.4 percent) and men
(74.5 percent) have nearly identical views
that the flow of migrant workers should be
reduced.
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Figure 7: Increase (or decrease) flow of foreign workers into Thailand

General Public

79%

Young people
(40 & under)

Decrease

74% '

IR-informed

‘ 75%

Decrease

\—

Older people
(41 & over)

h Decrease
76% ’

Q.27

Do you think the government should increase or decrease the inflow of for

eigners who come to work in Thailand?

AUAQ31STUNalNgASELIaSUTRINUKEDAISaa N1skavlkaldurivuluds:inAlng

YovyBIaIVBIG

Optimism about the future

Despite worries about the direction that
Thailand is heading (Figure 2), according
to Figure 8, two-thirds (67 percent) of
respondents in urban areas think that the

situation may improve in Thailand over the
next year. There is no significant difference
between the young and older, or between
the general public and the IR-informed on
this question.
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Figure 8: Situation in Thailand will improve (or deteriorate) in the coming year

General IR-informed Young people Older people
Public (40 & under) (41 & over)
I Improving
Deteriorating
[ Decline to answer
Il Don’t know
30
29 28 25
5] 3] [ 2 | [ 4|

Thinking about the future, do you see the situation in Thailand improving or
deteriorating over the next year
aovlinfivniwaunnauovus:nAlng Atuav3T@numsadluus:nAlngv:dniswasunly

MuRaduKalgavliulKkiin
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Thailand’s Relations with
External Powers

How is the geopolitical context changing?

The survey included a question designed
to gauge public views on whether they
perceive any significant changes in the
geopolitical environment. Given the growing
importance of China over the past decade,
and the accompanying deterioration of
relations between the U.S. and China, most
international experts would argue that there
has been a profound shift. But do Thai people
agree?

In fact, a clear majority of Thais does not
think that relations between countries are

changing. According to Figure 9, only 39
percent of IR-informed respondents perceive
a notable shift in the international context,
while 57 percent see continuity with the
past as the defining characteristic. While not
shown in Figure 9, an even greater percentage
(61 percent) of randomly sampled general
public respondents see no change in the
international environment, though 9 percent
selected “Don’t know" indicating lower levels
of knowledge.

For this question, enumerators used the term
“international relations” instead of geopolitics,
to avoid overly technical language.

Figure 9: Context for International Relations changing (or more of the same)

IR is about the same,
there is no change

[l Don’t know

IR-informed

M Yes IR is changing l H I

57

Older people
(41 & over)

Young people
(40 & under)

57 56
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Q.22

Some people say that international relations is changing across Southeast
Asia, others disagree that it's changing. \What is closer to your view:

UIVAUNENIINUINIVALFUWUSS:KIVUS:INATDVUS:INAlUDIBY A UDDNIFUY (A
fhavivasundav TuvruAvvauliAaidudu JoanwladalutindiAgviuacuAaIRu

UoLAUUINAZQ

* Yes, IR is changing 15 luomMoAWAUWUSS:KIVUS:INAYDLUS:INATUIDIBEA:IU

ooniduvidravivasgundav

* |R is about the same, there is no change IUDNMVAIVAUWUSS:KITVUS:INA
vovUs:inAlupIBua:Junoniduvidgvavikbdouldulugnisiagunlav

e Don't know lns1u

Q.23

(Only those respondents to say IR is changing) You say IR is changing, in

what way do you say it is changing?

ACUNETDIMUINILAIUFUWUSS:KIWUS:INAYDVUS:INAlURIBEA:IUDNIFELIAREL
IWagunvav acuAa31Msivagundavio:dululunusnivia

For those people who argued that international
relations are changing, the survey included a
follow up question asking the respondent to
indicate how it is changing. This question was
open-ended — as opposed to a pre-set list
of responses. Enumerators recorded a brief
summary of the verbal response from each
interviewee, and then grouped the responses
based on similar meaning.

Remarkably, as seen in Table 3, the
overwhelming majority (81 percent) of IR-
informed respondents who see a changing
international context see movement in

a positive direction. The most common
explanations are that there are more economic
opportunities (59 respondents) and greater
cooperation amongst ASEAN Member States
(50 respondents). Of those respondents
who see the context moving in a negative
direction, very few seem to point to the U.S.-
China rivalry. Responses included: the region
is becoming more divided (15 respondents);
there is fragmentation of international
relations (7 respondents); and international
relations are becoming more dangerous (6
respondents).
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Table 3: How is international relations context changing

Young | Older
General IR- People | People
Public |informed| (40& | (41 &
under) | over)
Base: 362 532 253 270
% % % %
Positive (net) 81 81 81 82
¢ Creating more economic opportunities 61 59 57 60
e Cooperation among ASEAN countries 45 50 55 46
- Cooperation on Economics, Trades, and Invesment 32 36 40 32
- Cooperation on Culture and Tourism 7 38 7 9
- Cooperation on Clean Energy and Tecnology 3 3 4 3
- Cooperation on Other Aspects 4 6 7 4
® Becoming more integrated 24 28 31 25
¢ Increased regionalism 7 1 i 10
¢ Role of Other Countries Towards ASEAN Countries 7 8 6 9
regarding Economic, Trades, and Investment
e Becoming safer 6 8 8 7
e Role of China on ASEAN Countries 6 8 7 10
Negative (net) 21 22 23 22
e Becoming more devided 15 15 16 14
¢ Impacts on ASEAN countries from International 7 7 6 7
Relation being fragmented
e Economy, Trades, and Investments 7 7 7 7
- The outlook for economic change appears to be 3 3 3
worsening
- Economic competitions among ASEAN countries 3 3 2 3
become higher
e Becoming more dangerous 5 6 5 6
¢ Impacts of International Relations with neighboring 4 3 6 1

countries on Thailand

Most important countries for Thailand’s
future

Unsurprisingly, Thai people believe that
China and the United States will be the most
important countries for Thailand’s future.
As indicated in Figure 10, 92 percent of IR-
informed respondents believe that China will
be very important (56 percent) or important
(36 percent). The U.S. is seen as the second
most important foreign power, with 83

percent of IR-informed respondents believing
the country will be very important (37 percent)
or important (46 percent).

Beyond the two great powers, Thais see Japan
and other ASEAN countries as the next most
important. Japan (71 percent); neighboring
countries Myanmar, Cambodia, Lao PDR,
and Malaysia (71 percent); and the rest of
Southeast Asia (70 percent) are statistically
tied.
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Remarkably, most respondents do not
think that India is an important country for
Thailand’s future. Only 35 percent see India as
either very important (6 percent) or important
(29 percent), while 64 percent see India as

unimportant. Australia is the second lowest,
but even in this case, a clear majority (57
percent) still sees Australia as important or
very important.

Figure 10: Foreign powers most important for Thailand’s future
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7
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IR-informed
Neighboring  Other China Australia United India Japan Europe United
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Somewhat important

n .

51
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52

47
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Important [l Very important

Q.30

Now | am going to read a list of countries and regional groups, please tell me
if you think they are important or not important for Thailand's future.

maTUu 0dU/WU D:31Us 18BoUSINAla:NGUUS: mﬂ?unumﬂm\)ﬂ IJoadU/WU S1ulda:
sheBoouav valkAruuankuou3Us:nAla:naundniAUUDAUEAtydoauInQUDY

UssinAlnsunn-tosiATku

Most influential countries in Asia

The survey included questions to determine
which countries are perceived to be the most
influential in Asia. Respondents were asked to
differentiate between the current context and
what they expect to see ten years from now.
Respondents were asked to choose the most
important country and to rank those in the top
3. Figures 11 and 12 show the percentage of
respondents identifying each foreign country
as the most influential in Asia (darker shade),
and the percentage including the country in
the top 3 of most influential countries in Asia
(lighter shade).

A clear majority of respondents (66 percent)
see China as the most influential country
in Asia today. Figure 11 also shows that the
overwhelming majority (91 percent) of IR-
informed respondents see China in the top
3. The U.S. is also seen as highly influential,
though considerably less so than China. 70
percent of respondents rank the U.S. in the
top 3, while only 22 percent see the U.S. as
the most influential. Japan (42 percent in top
3) and South Korea (33 percent in top 3) are
also seen as influential, though well behind
the two great powers. India and Indonesia
rank the lowest of the countries listed, with
only eight percent each ranking them in the
top 3.
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Figure 11: Most influential major powers in Asia today

IR-informed

Europe [[Fem— 20
United Kingdom [ 16
United States F 70
India W8
Indonesia F 8
South Korea — 33
Japan — 42
O .
Australia [ 11

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

M Ranked intop 3 M Most influential

Q.28

Which country has the most influence in Asia?
Us:inAfadanswaunngaluioige

Respondents were also asked to predict who will be the most influential countries in 10 years
from now. Figure 12 illustrates the findings from this question.

Figure 12: Most influential major powers in 10 years from now

IR-informed

Europe g 17
United Kingdom g 17
United States F 64
India W 9
Indonesia F 7
South Korea — 34
Japan — 45
i e 0
Australia e 11

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

M Ranked intop 3 W Most influential
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Thai people perceive a widening gap between
China and the U.S. in the future. Figure 13
compares responses from Figures 11 and
12 to illustrate how respondents think the
relative influence of foreign powers is likely
to change over the next decade. While 70
percent of respondents see the U.S. among
the top 3 most influential countries today, this
falls to 64 percent when people were asked to
predict the context 10 years from now. Also,
while 22 percent of IR-informed Thai people
think the U.S. is the most influential country
today, only 15 percent think it will be in 10
years. Conversely, the percentage of people
who see China as the most influential country
increases when asked about 10 years in the
future. 66 percent of IR-informed respondents

think that China is the most influential today,
and 72 percent think it will be the most
influential in 10 years. The percentage of
respondents who think China is in the top
three is about the same (91 percent today, 92
percent in 10 years).

The only other country that is seen to be
growing in influence is Japan, though only
by 3 percent more in 10 years (42 percent
compared to 45 percent). The United Kingdom,
India, and South Korea have barely noticeable
increases of one percent each. The European
Union is the only foreign power, besides
the United States, to see a clear decline in
perceived influence over time (20 percent
today, 17 percent in ten years).

Figure 13: Comparison of most influential powers: today and 10 years in future

Europe —, 20

United Kingdom —1157

India 89

Indonesia N ?

South Korea NE— 3334

Australia IE—— :]:I
0% 20%

M Current
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Q.29 In ten years, which country will have the most influence in Asia? (top 3 countries)
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Relations with foreign countries: Friendly
or taking advantage?

Thai respondents generally have positive
perceptions of foreign countries’ intentions
towards Thailand, though there are a few
exceptions. The survey included a question
that asked respondents to indicate how such
countries interact with Thailand. For each
country listed, respondents could indicate
that the country was “friendly to Thailand,’
“taking advantage of Thailand,” or "neutral
towards Thailand.” This question provides
some indication of whetherThais see a foreign
country as generally benign or antagonistic
towards Thailand.

One important finding is that both China
and the U.S. are seen as generally benign
(or friendly) towards Thailand. As illustrated
in Figure 14, 52 percent of IR-informed
respondents think that China is friendly to
Thailand, compared to 33 percent who think
China takes advantage of Thailand. This is
a net positive gap of 19 percentage points.
The U.S. has a similar net positive gap of 17
percentage points, as 44 percent see the U.S.
as friendly, while 27 percent see it as taking
advantage of Thailand.

There are three countries that Thai
respondents view as antagonistic towards
Thailand (i.e., those with a higher percentage
of respondents claiming the country is taking
advantage of Thailand compared to acting
friendly towards Thailand). Cambodia has a
net negative gap of 23, as 48 percent believe
the neighboring country takes advantage of
Thailand compared to 25 percent who see it
as friendly.

Similarly, Myanmar has a net negative gap of
21, with 45 percent indicating that the country
takes advantage of Thailand compared to 24
percent who see it as friendly. Russia has a
much smaller net negative gap of 4, with 27
percent viewing Russia as taking advantage
of Thailand compared to 23 percent who see it
as friendly. Notably, Russia has a much higher
percentage of respondents (45 percent) who
see the country as neutral towards Thailand.

The rest of the countries listed are all seen
as generally benign in their approach towards
Thailand. The countries with the highest
net positive gap are Laos (64), Japan (56),
Malaysia (43), Australia (42), and the United
Kingdom (37).

Figure 14: Countries who are friendly to (or taking advantage of) Thailand

Australia

) 80%
Vietnam E

60%
United States

United Kingdom 48

33
South Korea

Russia
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China

European Union

India

Japan

7

Laos

Malaysia

Friendly to Thailand [l Take advantage of Thailand

Neutral toword Thailand
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Q.31

Now, | am going to list a number of countries, for each how would you de-

scribe their relations with Thailand

dalul adu/wud:a1usIeBaus:inFdvY dssunda:us:na ualkAtulddandwuumsa
UoSungAUEUWUSS:KIWUSINAUUY Auds:inAlng

e Friendly to Thailand 15 10udasdous:inAlng

e Taking advantage of Thailand 1911USguUs:inAlNg

e Neutral towards Thailand 21vdaa10unavdaus:inalng

Mutually beneficial relations or one-sided
relations: U.S., China, and Australia

Respondents were also asked whether they
see relations with key foreign countries as
mutually beneficial, or largely benefiting one
country at the expense of the other. Similar to
Figure 14, this question measures the extent
to which a foreign power is seen as taking
advantage of Thailand. The survey included
this question for the United States, China, and
Australia.

For all three countries, current relations
are seen as mutually beneficial by a clear
majority. As indicated in Figure 15, around
two-thirds of IR-Informed respondents see
relations as mutually beneficial. By combining
the respondents who see the relationship

as mutually beneficial and those who see
the relationship mostly benefiting Thailand,
we can determine the total percentage who
see the relationship as overall positive for
Thailand. Through this lens, the relations
with the United States are seen as the most
beneficial, with 79 percent indicating mostly
beneficial for Thailand or mutually beneficial.
Only 17 percent see the relationship mostly
benefiting the U.S. By comparison, China-
Thailand relations are also seen as largely
beneficial (77 percent), with only 20 percent
indicating that the relationship primarily
benefits China. Australia is seen in a similar
light, with 75 percent viewing Australia-Thai
relations as beneficial for Thailand, compared
to only 7 percent who see the relationship
primarily benefiting Australia.
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Figure 15: Relations mutually beneficial (or one-sided)

United
States
M Mostly benefits Thailand
17
Mostly benefits the
United States / China /
Australia
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How would you describe Thailand'’s relationship with the United States/China/

Australia?

IfatindvA2 WIS EYSLIZoVNMVIASUTARIUN3UIRIBY AUANINEVEIVIRaKSTDIUSNN/
Ju/eodlasidgrintulnadksonaldadous:inAlunddioide

How Thailand benefits from U.S., China,
and Australia?

If respondents indicated that bilateral relations
with a foreign country where beneficial for
Thailand (from Figure 15), then they were
also asked how Thailand benefitted. In this
question, respondents were given a list of
eight options and asked to indicate their top
three areas.

The major finding from this question is that
Thai respondents do not see much benefit
from military/security assurances or from
models of effective governance. This is
important, especially for the United States.
These two areas would likely be seen by U.S.
experts and officials as key arguments for
foreign countries to deepen engagement with
the U.S. However, only 12 percent (lowest
of all options) of IR-informed respondents
rank the U.S. model of governance in their
top three areas where Thailand benefits from

relations with the U.S. Even more surprisingly
given that Thailand is a Major Non-NATO Ally
of the U.S., military and security assurances is
seen as important (i.e., rated in the top three
benefits) by only 16 percent of respondents.

One option was U.S. political support as a
counterbalance of China. 9 percent of IR-
informed Thai respondents choose this option
as the most important benefit for Thailand,
which this is the third highest area. 25 percent
rate this area in their top three benefits that
Thailand receives from the U.S.

Most Thai respondents see the main benefit
from relations with the United States coming
from economic links (particularly investment
andtrade), tourism, and education. Asindicated
in Figure 16, 75 percent of respondents put
economic links in the top three areas, and 31
percent identify this as the most important
area.
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Figure 16: How Thailand benefits from the United States

Humanitarian aid/development cooperation.

Military/security assurances
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Q.38

How does Thailand benefit most from its relations with the United States?
Us:inflneldsuds:lusdo:lsornnisnidAduduwusnuakssoiusn

Even fewer Thai respondents identify China’s
governance model (8 percent ranked in top
three) and military/security assurances (4
percent ranked in top three) as the main areas
in which Thailand benefits from relations with
China. Unsurprisingly, economic links is seen

as the primary benefit from Thai-Chinese
relations, with 92 percent rating it in the top
three, and 36 percent rating it as the highest.
Nearly half (48 percent) of Thai respondents
see tourism as the most important area in
which Thailand benefits.
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Figure 17: How Thailand benefits from China

IR-informed
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Q.40

How does Thailand benefit most from its relations with China?
UsainAlnglasuus:lesdoazlsoinmsndanuduwusiuansistussus:snsusu

For Australia, most Thai respondents see
the main value of the bilateral relationship
in terms of tourism (75 percent rated in top
three), education (68 percent rated in top
three), and economic links (68 percent rated in

top three). Culture and lifestyle are also seen
as important, with a similar level (42 percent
rated in top three) as China and higher than
the U.S.
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Figure 18: How Thailand benefits from Australia
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Q.42

How does Thailand benefit most from its relations with Australia?
Us:inAlnaldsuds:lgsua:lsornnisndnduduwusniuooaiaside
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Great Power Competition

Alignment with a great power

Thailand’s official policy is to maintain
positive relations with both the United
States and China, and to avoid aligning
itself with either great power. Based on the
findings in Figure 19, this policy is also the
preferred choice for most Thai respondents.
Nearly half (49 percent) of the general public
think that Thailand should keep its current
policy, while only 19 percent think that
Thailand should choose to align with either
the U.S. or China. Among those who would
like to see Thailand become a close partner

of either China or the U.S., there is a slight
preference for China.

Roughly one-third of respondents think that
Thailand should strengthen relations with
other countries. Young people (37 percent)
and IR-informed respondents (34 percent)
are particularly supportive of this approach
- compared to older people and the general
public — though slightly more still prefer to
maintain the current policy. This is nearly
double the percentage of respondents who
would like to see Thailand choose one of the
great powers as a close partner.

Figure 19: Should Thailand change its policy of positive relations with China and U.S.
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Public
Il Better to become a close 12
partner of China
7
Il Better to become a close
partner of the US
31
Better to strengthen relations
with other nations besides
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Better to keep current policy,
no change needed 49
[ Not sure
|z |

IR-informed Young people  Older people
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7
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Q.32

Thailand’s foreign policy states that it maintains positive relations with both
the U.S. and China. What do you think of this policy?
ulsurednvus:inFAvavingldinavius:inANgAYSNLINOTUAIUEUWUSIZOUINAUND
dovus:inARDEKSToILSMIIA:aISISIUSTUS:IsUIU ArudAUAQIRUDEYISdaulaue

dous:nAd

What should Thailand do if there is a great
power conflict?

If there is armed conflict between the United
States and China in the future, Thai people
overwhelmingly prefer neutrality. Among the
IR-informed respondents, 86 percent indicate

that Thailand should remain neutral in a great
power conflict, with only 14 percent arguing to
take a side. For the tiny minority who indicated
that Thailand should choose one side, there is
a slight preference for aligning with the US,
particularly among young people.

Figure 20: Thailand’s choice if there is armed conflict
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The U.S. and China acknowledge that their relations are tense and that they
are competing with each other across the world in many areas (a “new Cold
War"”). Some people think the competition will lead to an armed conflict. If
this happens, how do you think Thailand should respond?
aKSTDIUSNIIA:aNSSUSTUSB1BUBUCNONSIUEINAUFUWUSS:KIONAYL 2 US:nA
favagluma:duinsua SuItovuIINNSIILIURFVUINS:KINVUSINAND 2 TuKkanye
ﬂumﬂua\)fan (Mo: a\)nswuwumsoTKu ) UvAURLAUAVIAIIKANSAIAVNEID:UNIU
gnisinaavasius: K319AY 2 Us:inA nnuAasnUszinATngAdsragvlsansdibud

IﬂOUU
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Impact of China and the U.S. on peace and
security

One important finding from the survey is
that Thai people generally see the United
States and China as having a similar — and
largely positive — impact on peace and
security in Asia. This survey question asked
whether China and the U.S. do “more good
than harm” or “more harm than good” in
terms of making Asia more peaceful and
stable. Figure 21 compares the findings
for China and the U.S. for both the general
public and the IR-informed group.

More than three-quarters of respondents
from the general public think that China (76
percent) and the United States (77 percent)
do more good than harm for peace and
security in Asia. IR-informed respondents
are slightly less likely to indicate that the
two great powers do more good than harm,
but the findings are still very lopsided, with

73 percent for China and 72 percent for the
U.s.

Figure 22 shows the results for young people
and older people. Interestingly, younger
people are slightly more concerned about
China’'s role (70 percent more good than
harm) compared to the U.S. (75 percent).
Older people have slightly more concern
about the U.S. (68 percent more good than
harm) compared to China (76 percent).

More than 80 percent of respondents see
a mix of positive and negative from the
great powers in their impact on peace
and stability. More than four out of five
respondents selected “somewhat more
good than harm” or “somewhat more harm
than good’ indicating that very few people
see either great power as definitively
positive or negative for regional peace and
security.

Figure 21: Net impact of China and U.S. on peace and security

General Public IR-informed
China u.sS. China u.s.
W Much more good than harm
Somewhat more good than harm 62 62 57 56
Somewhat more harm than good
B Much more harm than good
24
21 25
[l Don't know AL
Top 2 boxes : 76 77 73 72
Bottom 2 boxes : 24 22 27 28
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Figure 22: Net impact of China and U.S. on peace and security: Age comparison
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Q.33-34

Thinking of making Asia more peaceful and stable, does China/United States

dp more good or harm to Asia?

ifatindvAnuavuna:iuaviun3dUiody AtuAQIELEVASU/aKSToIuSNUUDNaG

kéowaldudous:inAlun3Uioige

Impact of China and the U.S. on economic
prosperity

Both the U.S. and China are seen as playing a
positive role in economic prosperity by more
than four out of every five Thai respondents.
Figure 23 shows that 83 percent of IR-
informed respondents see China doing
more good than harm in terms of economic

prosperity, while 81 percent see the same
from the United States.

Compared to the question on peace and
security (Figures 21 and 22), more people
see the role of China (23 percent much more
good than harm) and the United States (19
percent) as definitively positive for economic
prosperity.
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Figure 23: Net impact of China and U.S. on economic prosperity

General Public IR-informed
China us China us
17
23
W Much more good than harm
S
omewhat more good than harm 65 62
61 60
Somewhat more harm than good
Il Much more harm than good
[l Don't know 15 17 14 17
|2 | |2 | |2 | |2 |
Top 2 boxes : 82 82 83 81
Bottom 2 boxes : 17 19 16 19

Q.35-36

Thinking of their role in economic prosperity, does China/United States do more

good or harm to Asia?

ID2UNTLAILINSEYSVISoVNVIASUTADIUNUIDIGY F]fuﬁojﬁ\)ch\)f]r‘iﬁu/arxs‘gam%wrﬁdu

DnWadkEowaldudous:inAlun3Uioide

Studying abroad preferences

An increasing number of Thai citizens are
studying in foreign countries. Today, Thai
citizens have many options when deciding
where to go for university. The survey
included a question designed to gauge the
general perception of Thai respondents on
the relative attractiveness of study in foreign
countries. These preferences are a useful
measure of soft power attraction.

The United Kingdom and Australia are the
most favored countries for studying abroad,
with 85 percentand 81 percent (respectively)
of IR-informed respondents indicating that

they would recommend studying in these
countries to family and friends. Among
young people, the percentage is even higher,
with 90 percent for the U.K. and 85 percent
for Australia. The United States (78 percent),
Japan (76 percent), and other European
Countries (74 percent) score very well,
though slightly below the U.K. and Australia.
China is not far behind, with 69 percent of
IR-informed participants indicating that they
would recommend it.

Surprisingly, South Korea (30 percent),
Vietnam (23 percent), and India (25 percent)
are well below the others.
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Figure 24: Comparison of countries as destination for education
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Q.6

Would you recommend your family or friends study in these countries?
valRAtuuanKUe3AtUD:Iu:UNIRauBnTunsauAs) KSa IWaulUiSsudonUs:INATKSDIL
(Answers are percentage of people who recommend)
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Cooperation on Democracy

Are Thai
democracy?

people satisfied with Thai

The survey included a series of questions
to gauge perceptions on foreign efforts
to support democracy in Thailand. The
series began with some questions to
gauge respondents’ views on the state of
democracy in Thailand in order to explore
possible  correlations  between these
perceptions and respondents’ views on
external support and influence.

Figure 25: Satisfaction with Thai democracy

Figure 25 presents the findings on
respondents’ overall satisfaction with Thai
democracy. The data shows that a slight
majority of respondents is unsatisfied with
Thai democracy. The IR-informed and the
general public have a similar distribution
of views, with 46 percent claiming to be
satisfied/very satisfied and 54 percent
unsatisfied/very unsatisfied. Young people
are more likely to be unsatisfied (59 percent),
while older people are the only group with
more respondents indicating that they are
satisfied (52 percent).
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Q.9

In general, would you say you are very satisfied, satisfied, unsatisfied or very
unsatisfied with the way democracy works in Thailand?
Taarlu AcudAwwvwaloun Wowafo Tiwowaf kSaliwowafouin fu3snisritviu

yovs:uauUs:s1sUlaguavus:inalng

Thai people are mixed on their views of Thai
democracy, with very few respondents seeing
it as very democratic or undemocratic. Figure
26 shows that a significant majority sees Thai
democracy as “somewhat democratic” or
“a little democratic’ including 74 percent of
young people, 73 percent of the IR-informed,
and 71 percent of the general public.

Figure 26: How democratic is Thailand
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Young people are more disillusioned with
Thai democracy, with 61 percent saying
Thailand is either undemocratic or only a little
democratic. By comparison, only 47 percent
of older people agrees, with 53 percent seeing
Thai democracy as either very democratic or
somewhat democratic.
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Q.7

In your opinion is Thailand very democratic, somewhat democratic, a little

democratic or undemocratic?

TuAxwAaIRuvavAuUs:InAlngIJuds:sisUlasuinuasiwevla

Regardless of views on the current state
of democracy, Thai people overwhelmingly
see democracy as the best political system.
As shown in Figure 27 90 percent of young
people believe democracy is “always the

best way” and 84 percent of the general
public agree. Among older people, 84
percent of respondents believe that
democracy is always the best way.
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Figure 27: Support for democracy

General
Public
Democracy is always
the best way 84
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IR-informed Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
84
87 90
12 9 15
i e e

On some occasions, democracy doesn't work. VWWhen that happens there
are people that say we need a strong leader who doesn't have to be elected
through voting. Others say that even if things don't function, democracy is

always the best. What do you think?

uasvUs:sUlasAlulainad Tuaniunsaifinadvikadudu uvAuLBNI IS
dovmisuinnIdundusviidovuimnmsidanav iduivauyadido:lilgnvaanilk
Wad guhdavumnmsidonaviwsisodndszsulagiukunivndiaus ArubnoIuAQ

IRuagivls

Western support for

Southeast Asia

democracy in

The survey asked respondents for their views
on Western countries’ efforts to promote
democracy in Thailand. The question was
framed as a statement, asking respondents
whether they agree or disagree with the
following: “The West can do more to promote
democracy and human rights in Thailand.”
(UszinAa:duanawisayoedviasuls:sisulay
na:ansuyuesuludsanalnelRldduindu) It is
important to note that the question did not ask
whether Western countries should do more,
which would imply support for more efforts to
promote democracy in Thailand. Rather, the
question asked whether western countries
can do more or can promote democracy better

than they do now. If asked, enumerators
explained that “Western countries” was
defined as the U.S. and European countries.

A clear majority of Thai respondents agree with
the statement that Western countries can do
more to promote democracy in Thailand. 66
percent of the general public and 67 percent
of the IR-informed respondents either agree
or strongly agree with the statement, as
indicated in Figure 28. Young people agree
the most with the statement, with 71 percent
indicating that VWestern countries can do more
to promote democracy. While older people
are less likely to agree, a clear majority (63
percent) also agrees that the West can do
more.
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Figure 28: Foreign support for democracy in Thailand
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Q.10

Do you agree or disagree with the follow statement: The \West can do more
to promote democracy and human rights in Thailand
AtUIRUQ28KSDIUAUYDAIWABIUT USINAQ:IUQNaIUISNEI8avIasy
Us:s15Ulagna:ansuuvesuluds:inalnglkladuindu

Impact of external influence on Thai

democracy

The survey also asked for respondents
to share their views on whether foreign
influences (dnswavinniguanus:nA)  have
an impact on Thai democracy. This question
provided an opportunity for respondents to
express concerns about external influence on
Thai democracy, and whether this influence
is a source of concern or is welcomed.
Respondents were asked about the impact
of external influences and given the following
options:

e External influences can aid in improving
Thailand’s democracy
(dnswaminnguanus:inAaiulsndvwaco
nsaviasuwauunus:ssulagluds:inAlng)

e External influences have no impact on
Thailand’s democracy
Snswavnniguanus:inAlidnans:nudanas
doiasuwauunus:ssulagluds:inAlng)

¢ Thailand (or Thais) should ignore external
influences, particularly those that criticize
its democracy
Us:naAlng (Aulng) AdsIWNIDEdosNSWaDIN
meuanusanA  Taglawi:ngundwingdoisad
Usznsulasluus:indlng)

e External influences harm Thai democracy
and should be stopped
(dnswav1nniguanus:infAidungda
UsssUlagwovingiia:answalndsgnagug)

* Don't know
(linsu)

A plurality (though not a majority) of Thai
respondents indicate that they think external
influences can help Thai democracy, including
46 percent of the general public and 48 percent
of the IR-informed. Young people are more
likely to agree that external influence can be
positive, with a majority (52 percent) holding
this view. Older people are more skeptical
of external influence, yet even amongst this
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group a plurality (44 percent) sees it as helpful
to Thai democracy.

Surprisingly, few respondents think external
influences are negative for Thai democracy.
Combining “Thais should ignore external
influences, particularly those that criticize
its democracy” and “External influences

harm Thai democracy and should be stopped
people,” only 25 percent of the general public,
24 percent of the IR-informed, and 28 percent
of older people view external influences as
negative. Young people are much less likely
to see external influences as negative, with
only 19 percent choosing either of these two
answers.

Figure 29: Impact of foreign influence on democracy in Thailand

General
Public
External influences can aid in
improving Thailand's democracy 46
External influences have no
impact on Thailand's democracy
M Thailand (or Thais) should ignore
external influences, particularly
27

those that criticize its democracy

B External influences harm Thai
democracy and should be stopped

M Don't know

IR-informed Young people  Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
44
48 52
25
27
28

Q.1

Which of the following statements to you most agree with:

AuIRUADEAUTaAUlaUINAGQ

e External influences can aid in improving Thailand's democracy
5nswavnnguanus:inAanuiIsadvwadonisaviasuwauunus:sisulasluds:inAlng

e External influences have no impact on Thailand’s democracy
5nswasnmeuanus:inAliiinans:nudanisaviasuwaluius:sasulagluds:inalng

e Thailand (or Thais) should ignore external influences, particularly those that criticize

its democracy

UsanAlne  (aulng)  pasininedodnswaonmeuanus:nad  lagawn:nduibwingsonsad

UsznsUlagluus:inalng

* External influences harm Thai democracy and should be stopped )
5n§wamﬂmauaﬂUS:Inﬂ|UuﬁsdaUs:mSLﬂoaUa\)Tn&J||a:€)néwal]msqngug\)

¢ Don't know
{unsu
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Russian invasion of Ukraine justified) to invade Ukraine in February 2022

Most Thai respondents believe that Russia’s Only 16 percent of IR-informed people think
invasion was wrong. The survey included a the invasion was justified, while 62 percent
question asking respondents if they agree do not think it was justified, a ratio of nearly
with the statement that “Russia was right (or 4 to 1.

Figure 30: Views on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

IR-informed Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
g —— B
[ Strongly agree 14 14 14
Agree
g 20 20 19
Neutral
[ Disagree
H Strongly disagree
Bl Don't know 29
3
Top 2 boxes : 16 17 16
Bottom 2 boxes : 62 61 62

Q.44

Do you agree with this statement: Russia was right (or justified) to invade
Ukraine in February 20227

AtUIRUQ28UIN UssiAlkuAugaAUaBlUT “UsiinAsaIBadans (JikanalWevowo)
TumisavdauauanisnivnkisAuUs:INAgIASUALIAIGaUNUNIWUS 2565”
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ASEAN and Neighboring
States

Does Thailand benefit from ASEAN

membership?

Thailand is one of the founding members
(1967) of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN). The survey included a
question to explore whether the Thai public
sees ASEAN membership as beneficial for
Thailand.

Figure 31: Benefit from ASEAN membership

An overwhelming proportion (97 percent)
of Thai respondents believe ASEAN
membership is beneficial for Thailand.
More than one-third (34 percent) of IR-
informed respondents strongly agree with
the statement that Thailand benefits from
being a member of ASEAN. There is also no
significant difference between age groups
on this question.

[ Strongly agree

W Agree

Disagree

[l Strongly disagree

M Don’t know

Top 2 boxes :
Bottom 2 boxes :

IR-informed

Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
97 98
3 2

Q.46

Thailand benefits from being a member of the ASEAN —What do you think?
AtuIRUQ28KSoluI UstinAlnglasuds:lgsuonnisiJuauidnonidau (ASEAN)
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Trust levels with ASEAN member states

Thailand has long-standing and sometimes
complex relations with other countries in
Southeast Asia.The survey included a question
asking respondents to rate their level of trustin
the other nine ASEAN member states. Figure
32 shows the percentage of respondents who
rate each country as either the most (blue) or
least (purple) trusted country for Thailand.

Thai people have a remarkably high level of
trust in Singapore compared to other ASEAN
member states. 44 percent of IR-informed
respondents identify Singapore as the most
trusted country. Given that only two percent
see Singapore as the least trusted, this is a
positive trust gap of 42.

By contrast, respondents identify Cambodia
and Myanmar as the least trusted countries.
Cambodia has a negative trust gap of 38, as 40
percent of IR-informed respondents see it as
the least trusted country, while only 2 percent
see it as the most trusted country. Myanmar
has a negative trust gap of 36, with 37 percent
of respondents identifying Thailand's western
neighbor as the least trusted and only one
percent seeing it as the most trusted.

The low levels of trust in Myanmar and
Cambodia may be a result of close proximity
and of the security and political irritants that
are often shared by neighboring countries.
However, Laos also borders Thailand but does
not suffer among respondents from close
proximity. 15 percent identify Laos as the
most trusted country and 5 percent as the
least trusted. This gives Laos a positive trust
gap of 10, second only to Singapore.

Figure 32: Trust levels with ASEAN member states
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Q.47

20%

IR-informed

N 44
2

37

40

30% 40% 50%

Least trusted

In your opinion, which of the following ASEAN member countries are most

and least trusted by Thailand.

TuAwIRuvavAn Us:inAlalunauadaun Us:inAlnglkadwidadunanonvlo
Tauannaa na:us:inAfafunauonideun Us:indAlnalkadudauunazinovflauoy

Aga (Fasuidedlunaasnsed )
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Thai leadership in ASEAN

Roughly half of IR-informed Thais would like
to see Thailand take a greater leadership role
in the region. The survey asked respondents
to express their preference for the future of
Thai leadership in ASEAN. While a plurality
(46 percent) of IR-informed respondents
would like to see Thailand maintain its

Figure 33: Thailand’s regional leadership

Play a leading role overall

Play a leading role among mainland
Southeast Asian members (Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam)
Maintain its current level of leadership

Play less of a leading role

M Don't snow

Q.45

current level of leadership, 51 percent would
like to see Thailand play a leading role in
ASEAN (27 percent) or among neighboring
countries (24 percent). Only 2 percent
think that Thailand should reduce its level
of leadership in the region. These findings
are a clear indication that the Thai public is
supportive of more engaged and meaningful
Thai leadership in the region.

IR-informed Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
27 4 2
24 25 22
46 47 45
— —— e

Within the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Thailand should
nefunauus:inAoIBau (ASEAN), Us:inAlngadsunuinogvls

¢ Play a leading role overall

nagavunuiniduthuovnguus:nAfuaBuUNVKUQ

e Play a leading role among mainland Southeast Asian members (Cambodia, Laos,

Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam)

niaavunuIniugtihfungudssinAfulaiaa:susanidevidmainudulkey  (aw:Us:inAR
aguuluduuavAMUayNsduladu) Ao AW ad Ideuuls N nasB3eauly

¢ Maintain its current level of leadership
Snunamumws:auAuItuRthimniduagiudoluu

¢ Play less of a leading role

aaununuavs:auAUIdurthonAiuagiudonuu

e Don't know
{unsiu (Idau/lunaavnnsa)
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Thai support for neighboring countries

Thailand plays a crucial role in helping to
support neighboring countries, such as
Myanmar, Cambodia, and Laos. Thailand has
long been an economic engine for the region,
providing a moderately large market for trade
and employment for millions of migrants.
Thailand has also supported refugees and
displaced communities for decades and has
provided modest humanitarian assistance.The
survey included a series of questions asking
Thai respondents how the Thai Government
should support neighboring countries.

Notably, only a tiny minority of respondents
believe Thailand should not assist neighboring

Figure 34: Thailand assistance for Myanmar

countries; 6 percent of IR-informed
respondents prefer that the Thai Government
do nothing to support Myanmar. Similarly, only
11 percent of IR-informed respondents for
Cambodia, and only 4 percent for Laos, would
prefer that Thailand do nothing to assist.

For all three neighboring countries, Thai
respondents believe that the best strategy
would be to deepen economic links. Roughly
20 percent of respondents would like to see
the Thai Government aid migrants from these
countries, and an additional 9 percent believe
Thailand should prioritize helping Myanmar
citizens who are fleeing the civil war in their
country.
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What should Thailand do to assist neighboring countries: Myanmar (Top 2)
Js: mﬂTnsmsmaa’nﬂsYumsno TKADWBILIKEDUSINAIRDUUIU UDATULSIY
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Figure 35: Thailand assistance for Cambodia
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What should Thailand do to assist neighboring countrles Cambodla (Top 2)
Us: :inAlngAasitog1vlsluniIsAD:IkAULIgIKdDUS INAIWDUUIU UDAUBIYIdDNADY

¥ouIkdo 2 stenisiussnAlngAasATfkUSINARUWES

Figure 36: Thailand assistance for Laos
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What should Thailand do to assist neighboring countrles Laos (Top 2)
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Foreign Policy Priorities for
the New Thai Government

Ranking of foreign policy priorities

Respondents were asked to identify their
highest priorities forThai foreign policy under
the new Pheu Thai-led government. Figure
36 shows the percentage of respondents
who rank each area among their top three
priorities.

Unsurprisingly, economic growth and
national security are the highest priorities
by a wide margin. 94 percent of the general
public identifies economic growth as the
highest priority, along with 93 percent
of IR-informed respondents. This finding
aligns closely with the Government'’s stated
priorities. 79 percent of the general public

Figure 37: Priorities for Thai foreign policy

respondents identify national security as
the highest priority.

Three areas that are often seen by foreign
experts as crucial for this region - the
U.S.-China rivalry, the Myanmar crisis, and
the Mekong River — are rated as very low
priorities by respondents. The U.S.-China
rivalry is a top-three priority for only 9
percent of the general public and 10 percent
of IR-informed respondents. Remarkably,
the Myanmar crisis is a top priority for
only 2 percent of both general public and
IR-informed respondents. Similarly, the
Mekong River is a priority for only 5 percent
of respondents in the general public and
among the IR-informed.
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Q.51

What do you think should be the most important foreign policy priorities for

the newly elected Thai government (top

3 choices)

ulsurgalvus:inAlaRd1AtyRaa 3 suduisn ASTUIABARINOIAVAVIKUT A2V
TagisuononnuleurgfAdsidusuduiisn

IR-informed  Thai people who see
international relations changing would like
to see Thailand more involved in ASEAN (41
percent), followed by greater engagement
with global challenges (37 percent). Few
Thais think neighboring countries should be
the focus of Thai foreign policy.

Figure 38: Importance of climate change

B Extremely important
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Not Important

B Not Important at all

B Unsure about what climate change is

Q.12

Climate Change

An overwhelming majority (96 percent) of IR-
informed respondents think climate change
is important or extremely important, with
more than half identifying climate change
as extremely important (54 percent). Figure
37 shows that the Thai public is convinced
that this issue should be a high priority for
the next government. Table 4 shows how
respondents would like to see the new
government address climate change.

IR-informed Young people Older people
(40 & under) (41 & over)
42 42 42

Now | am going to change focus and talk about the environment and climate
change. How important do you think climate change should be for the next

government?

douaalUd adu/wud:ualUagurdUalia:wanuAUIZoVADIDAaDUIANS
IWJagundavaniwnionniA AtuAadISTUIagalkuAdsikAdwdIAtyaanIsns

Iasunlavaniwndonn1AuIN uagiAlku
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Figure 39: Policy priorities for addressing climate change
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How can the government best address climate change (rank three)
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