
   
 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 



   
 

 

  



   
 

Whose Land Law? 
Analysis of the Timor-Leste Transitional Land Law 
Report author: Méabh Cryan 

Published by: The Asia Foundation 

Photo Credits: Conor Ashleigh (for The Asia Foundation) 

© Copyright 2016: The Asia Foundation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About The Asia Foundation 
 

The Asia Foundation is a nonprofit international development organization 
committed to improving lives across a dynamic and developing Asia. Informed 
by six decades of experience and deep local expertise, our programs address 
critical issues affecting Asia in the 21st century—governance and law, 
economic development, women's empowerment, environment, and regional 
cooperation. In addition, our Books for Asia and professional exchange 
programs are among the ways we encourage Asia's continued development as 
a peaceful, just, and thriving region of the world. 

Headquartered in San Francisco, The Asia Foundation works through a 
network of offices in 18 Asian countries and in Washington, DC. Working with 
public and private partners, the Foundation receives funding from a diverse 
group of bilateral and multilateral development agencies, foundations, 
corporations, and individuals. In 2015, we provided more than $95 million in 
direct program support and distributed textbooks and other educational 
materials valued at over $10 million. 

 
To learn more, visit our website: www.asiafoundation.org 
 

http://www.asiafoundation.org/


   
 

DISCLAIMER: 

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author 
and do not necessarily represent those of The Asia Foundation or its 
funders.   

 

  



2 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 



3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 



4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
  



6 
 

  

 
 
 
 



7 
 

 

 



8 
 



9 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



10 
 

 

̧ ̃ ́



11 
 

 



12 
 



13 
 

  



14 
 

 
 

 

ʻ

ʼ

                                                                 



15 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                                 



16 
 

                                                                 



17 
 

 
 

 
 

                                                                 



18 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                 



19 
 

 
 

 
 Outlining the contentious issues within the law and how they have changed over time in 

various drafts of the law; and 

 

  

                                                                 



20 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                 



21 
 

                                                                 



22 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

                                                                 



23 
 

 

 
 

                                                                 



24 
 

                                                                 



25 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                 



26 
 

 registration 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                 

́ ́
̧ ̃

 



27 
 

 

 

 



28 
 

                                                                 



29 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  



30 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



31 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 least four days,”62 

                                                                 



32 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                 



33 
 

                                                                 



34 
 

 

 

 

 report.  

  

                                                                 



35 
 

 

 
  



36 
 

 
 



37 
 

                                                                 



38 
 

                                                                 

́ ́
̧ ̃



39 
 

 

 

 
 

                                                                 

http://www.laohamutuk.org/Agri/land/10WhoGetsLandEn.htm


40 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 



41 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

 



42 
 

 

  

 

 
 

                                                                 

 



43 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



44 
 

 

                                                                 



45 
 

 
 

 

 

                                                                 



46 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 
 

 



47 
 

                                                                 

 



48 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                 



49 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 



50 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



51 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



52 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



53 
 

́
́ ̧ ̃



54 
 



55 
 

 

  



56 
 

 
 

 

  ́ ́
́

́ ́ ́
́

́ ́
́
́ ́ ́

́ ́

́
́ ́

́ ́
́ ̃ ́ ́

́ ́
́ ́

́
́

́
́

́
́

́
́

́
́ ́ ́

́ ́
́

́

́
́

́ ́
́

́

́
́
́



57 
 

́ ́
́ ́

́
́

́

́

́ ́ ́
́

́ ́
́ ́

Article 1.1 ́ ́ ́
̃ ́ ́

́ ́
Article 1.2 ́

́

Article 1.3 ̃ ́
̃

́ ́

Article 2.1 ́
́ ́ ́

́ ́

́ ́ ́

Article 2.2 ́ ́ ́
́ ́

Article 2.3 ́ ́

́ ́



58 
 

́ ́ ́

́ ́
́ ̃

́ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́

́ ́
́

́ ́
́

́ ́
́ ́ ́

́
́ ́

́
̧ ̃ ́ ́

́
́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́

́

́ ́ ́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́



59 
 

́ ́ ́
́

́

́
́

́ ́

́
́ ́

́ ́

́
́ ́ ́

́
́ ́

́
́ ́ ́

́ ́

́ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ́ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ́
́

́
́ ́

́
Article 7.4 ́ ́
Article 7.5 ́
Article 8.1 ́ ́

́
Article 8.2 ́ ́



60 
 

Article 8.3 ́ ́ ́
́

Article 8.4 ́ ́ ́
́ ́

́
Article 8.5 ́

́
Article 9.1 

Article 9.2 ́
́ ́

́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́
́

́ ́
́ ́

́
́ ́
́ ́ ́

́

Article 19 ́
́ ́ ́ ́

́



61 
 

Article 20 

Article 21 

Article 22 ́ ́ ́
́ ́

́ ́
́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́ ́
́

Article 
23.1 

́ ́
́

Article 
23.2 

́ ́
́

Article 24 ́ ́
́

́ ́
́ ́

́
Article 25 

́ ́

́
́

́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́

́

́ ́
́

́ ́ ̃
́ ́ ́

́ ́

́ ́



62 
 

́
́ ́

́
́ ́

́ ́ ́ ́
́ ́

́ ́
́

́ ́
́ ́ ́ ́

́
̃ ́

́
́

́

́ ́

́ ́
́

́ ́
́

́ ́ ́
́ ́

́ ́
́

́

́

́ ́ ́
́ ́



63 
 

̃ ́
́ ́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́

̃ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ́ ́ ́

́
́ ́

́
́

́ ́
́

̃ ́ ́
́

̃ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́
́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́
́

́ ́ ́
́



64 
 

Chapter 8 - Compensation and Reimbursement 

Section I - Compensation 

́ ́

́ ́
́ ́

́ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́

́

́
́

́ ́
́ ́ ́

́ ̃
́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́
́

́ ́
́ ́ ́ ́ ́
́

́ ́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́

́
́ ́

́

́
́ ́

́
́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́ ́

́



65 
 

́
́

́
́ ́

́
́

́ ́
́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́

́ ́
́ ́

́ ̃ ́ ́
́ ́

́

́ ́ ́
́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́
́

́
́

́

́ ́ ́ ́ ́

̃
́

́ ́ ́ ́ ̃
́

́
́

́

́
́ ́

́
́

́
́



66 
 

́
́

́

́ ́
́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́ ́
́

́
́ ́ ́ ́

́
́ ́
́ ́

́ ́

́ ́
́

́
́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́

́

́
́

́
̃

́
́ ́

́ ́

́ ̃

́ ́
́ ́



67 
 

́

́ ́ ́ ́
́ ́

́ ́

́
́ ́

́
́

́ ́

́
̃ ́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́
́

́

́

́

́

́

́ ́

́

́

́
́



68 
 

́ ́

́

́
́

́

́
́

́
́

́ ́
́

́ ́ ́ ́ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ́
́ ́

̃

́ ́

́ ́
́ ́

́
́ ́

́ ́ ́
́

́
́ ́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́
́

́ ́

́ ̧ ́
́ ́

́ ́ ̃
́ ́ ̃

́



69 
 

́ ́ ́ ́

́ ́ ́

́
́ ́

́
́

́ ́
́ ́

́ ́
́

́

́ ́
̃

́

́ ́
́

 



 70   
 

 

 

̧ ̃

́

̧ ̃

́



71 
 



72 
 

‐

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



73 
 

 


